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T HE Author 1 this Diſcourſe 


having deſign d to remain 
unknown to the World, as appears 3 


ſufficiently from the following Epiſtle 
Dedicatory, I had not preſumd to 
prefix his Name to this ſecond Nl. 
lication of it: But that ſame, who © 
were acquainted with this, bang 
told it to others, and the thing com- 
ing thus to be generally known, 1 

boy ght [ might venture to tell 3 
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* acquaint the Reader with, wiſh- 


ing he may receive that Advantage | 


and Matiefacit in the Peruſal 
this your 70 I am perſwaded 


the Author intended in his making it 


publick at firſt. Farewel, 
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in e Subje& ee Scope, equally con. 2 
tern all. 

* +. Therefore it is, that T take the bold. 
neſs to- inſcribe this little Tractate to you, 
very Reverend Fathers and Brethren, 
2 it n your Office as faithful Watch. 
then and Seers, to enquire what time o 
Sthe Night ir b, and to give the People 
committed to your Charge, 7 War 
ing of apparent Sin an , an 
5 accordingly to dire our Iſrael, what 
* * | they ought to do. 
| Mud fince it is ' the true Reformed In 
KY _rereff that is now at (take, [think ity 
4 I more than time to leave off contendin 
among our ſelves, in which kind of Appa 

| * rel or Faſhion, Religion makes the bel 
e mo decent appearance, fince' our uni 
3 die Endeavours are now called for ( an 
little enough) to defend Religion it 

— quaint the formidable appearan 

Atheiſm and Profanity on the or 
band, and of an 55 Mack-Reli 
. gion on the other. 7. herefore it is, thi 
.T have inſeribed this ſo generally . 
* all; as judging the 2222 Rel 

ien to Ae in * Tre, Truths, 
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* where, T hope we are agreed, and not r: 
zn thoſe Metaphyfical Specalations in Do- *% 
ftrine, or Circumſtantials 4 Worſhip, "vj 
which Mens of little Souls, by a furious 
Bigottry, have fo long made e of, ont 
meer Humor, or with deſign to diſuxite 
. 
It is no way material, I ſuppoſe, to 
fam the obſcure Name of him , ®ho 
mates bold thus to addreſs you : for if 
there be not force and energy enough in 
what is here diſcourſed, to awaken Men 
to a ſerious ſence of Danger and Duty, 
" the knowledge of the Author is never 
like to de it. However, he begs Pardon 
here in the Dark, both for the Boldueſs 
and Importunity of the Dedication, and 
the Imperfections of the ſmall Treatiſe 
itſelf, which he lays now before you : for 
both which, he can only ſay, for his Ex. 
cuſe, that from the Apprebenſions he has 
of the Church's and Nations Danger in 
the preſent Criſis, he thought it his Duty 
= by what he could in the Caſe, tho he is 
. juſtly 4 rehenfive he may not have per- 
| formed his part in this as he ought. 
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Eſay may be ſo happy, as thus to occa- 
ho lp more vigorou fl ;y 70 beſtir them- 


hreaten 


Tyde of the manifold Evils that ti 
w. Day with Ruine. 
Mis, this, is the earneſt and humble 
Petition of the meaneſt of your Number, 
that you would reſolutely and vigorouſly 


1 > oppoſe and reſiſt the preſent dreadful in- 


creaſe of Infidelity, and Irreligion, with 
their concomitant Evils ; which ſeem to 
be the ſad and fatal Fore-runners of Mi- 
fery. Which Noble and Generons Under- 
taking, how difficult ſoever it may appear 
be, ought not to be reckoned by any in 
_ only waiting for ſuch an occaſion, to exert 
bis Almighty Power further on our behalf. 
However, it is ſure, that in doing thus 


do ſpall not boſe your Reward whatever 


_ -.appen; were it but this, that it will 


= . certainly be accompanied with inward Sa- 


 *  tisfattion and Peace of Mind, and the 


2 ight of God's Countenance made to ſhine 


5 „ 


* 
yy = 
7 N ' f O 
* © : % 
” % - or” N 7 CIA ut , | F * * 
ds * 5 ; . k n 
4 3 7 
4 6 4 . " — 
* 4 , s * ' *o 9 * 
b = _ L ? | 1 4 Fu : * «a : * 
8 4 # ” = A; 2 - a 4 
"= „„ . . s 
4 8 # 


_ what 7s defettrve here , may the 
1 . Lord ftit up others of greater Abilities 
te ſupply. And ob that this ſmall 


Dai: for who knows, but that God is 
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2 FR Now the Yard line, with 2 rhe 


_ of the Spirit is, incite and flir * 
of; to this important Undertaking, 
and aſſiſt you in it, and make it 
Ap ful to the further lengebming out 
our Peace and Settlement. In all which 
reſpelts, may the Bleſſings of Heaven ever 
attend and reward you, untill theſe happy 
Streams of Paradiſe aniting together in 
their fulneſß and conſummation, unite you 
alſo with the Great and beſt Good, even 
the Beatifick Viſion and Fruition Tuition of God 
bimſelIf, for ever aud ever. 
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EB EK. Chap. XI. Ver. Iz. 

- And what if the Sword contemn even. 
the Rod > It ſball bo no mort, ſaith the 
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IT T is row above Four Year, ſince the 
firſt Dawning of the late happy Revo. 
| lution; which ſeemed fo much the 
Ymore auſpicious , that it bear Date from a * I 
decond Fifth of November, and that in ano- * 1 
ther Eighty Eighth 5- which hereby became ' 
on a double account, a Year of Wonders - 225 
The Riſing of a Glorious and Bright Sun 
in the Weſt, where a little before One did | 
Ein Blood, was eee — 
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The Rod, or the Sword: 
The Roc 


ſurprizing Reverſe, to the then Scene and 
Conſtitution of Affairs, that it was no 
wonder, if the generality of thoſe who 
wiſht well to their Religion and Country, 
Ver tranſ{portedfand as it were ſwallowed 
up with the pleaſant Idea's of Affairs, 
EF * which-ſuch an alteration gave them: for 
little did Men, but a while before ima- 
ginge, that ſo radiant and illuſtrious a þj | 
Morning would have follow'd ſo quickly 
_ that bloody and ſtormy Sun. ſet, which 
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had been lookt upon by many, as a fad 
=  Preladeof worſe Things to follow. This was 
then the almoſt univerſal Frame and Diſpo- 
ſition of Mens Minds: which, as it did 
+ ; awaken them to reflect on what was ei⸗ 
ther new to them, or freſh in their Me- 
mmories; ſo it did too much lull aſſeep the 
rational Proſpect of what might hence 
E . have been expected to enſue. But the 
Rgreateſt Evil that theſe Nations were then 

| _ , guilty of, was a too univerſal Forgetfalneſs 
of, and ingratitude to God, the Great and 
pFPirſt Cauſeof all thoſe Mercies; who had 
appeared in all that Affair, as by an Arm 
ſtretch' d forth from the Clouds, ſo as to 
Ex fulfil that word eminently in our caſe, ce] 
, That not by might, nor by ſtrength, but by fi 
"Pia own ſpirit be had ſaved us: By his Spi 5 
3" "9, & Wi 
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{ notwithſtanding all theſe Things, our In- 
/ gratitude was as viſible as it was gfeat, 


Then it was, that we ſaw the Sword drawn 


Nom the Confederacy of ſo many Princes 


The Rod, or the Sword. = 
rit, I ſay, whereby he incited and ſpirited | 
ſome, dejected and diſpirited others, and 
ſo univerſally turned the Hearts of Men 
of all Ranks and Orders into a new Chan» 4 
nel, that the Vox Populi in this cafe ſeem d 4 


Dei: I ſay, 


very remarkably to be Vox 


in attributing to Man what was in the if 
firſt place rhe Work of the Almighty: _ 
which was followed with a too viſible re- 
liance on Human Policy, and an Arm of 
Fleſh ; to the ſeeming abandoning of that ; 
kind Providence, wherein we had before 
ſo happily embatked. And from this fa- 
tal Step, might a ſerious Obſervator have 
perceived, our Wheels begin to drive hea» 
vily, and our Bow ſo oft to return em- 
pty : whilſt in the mean time our Eue- 
mies began to awaken out of their Amaze, 4 
and encourage themſelves again to attempt | 1} 
what for a while they ſeem d to diſpair of, * 


on both ſides, and with greater ardene 

than ever: which hath till continued 2 
without Ceſſation, and without that Se- 4 
ceſs againſt the Common Enemy, Which, 
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3 we miſt gratefully acknowledge: it toGod's 
_ Praiſe, that the Groans of poor Ireland, 
ad the Prayers put up on that account, 
125 at laſt been heard and mercifully an- 
* But yet our Diſtractions at Home, 


and the Sound of the Trumpet, and the 
Alam of War from Abroad, are ſuch as 
may be ſufficient to awaken us co conſider 
=— fat the Lord ſpeaks to us at this time, 
. 9 by all theſe things. The woice of the Lord 
: © = 7; yet crying to-Cit aud C ountry ; but who 
=  '& that man of iſm | that doth ſee God's 
Name, or underſtand the Voice of his Di- 
ſpenſarions, even of that Red. which lies 
= be upon us 2 which if we altogerher con- 
tema, I heartily wiſh, we may not be 
ne "forced to hear the Sword, ere it be long. 
We are at preſent (if I miſtake not, 
7 2 under very dark and intricate 
C.ircumſtances: and in the mean time, 
I v... 7 455 Me ſee not our figns, neither ſeems there f 
be any among us, who knoweth hom long. 
» 3 it, we call to the Watchmen, and ask, Sha 
"of the night ? Who is there that can give u 
any diſtinct Anſwer. I know indeed, that 
extraordinary Prophecy is ceaſed, and that 
therefore they may juſtly be ſulpected. "at 
-- being either Deceivers, or Deceived, whq 
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=. © pretend toit. And yet, that God Se 
REN at. And yet, 70d maß; 


"Rod. or the Sword, = 


at. ſometim® "I reveal Thin > hidden 
sand ſecret, to ſome of his own Children, 
} | who dare fo far limit the Holy Onbꝰ of 
t, Zſrael as to deny. But it is not this that 
i- | 1 bewail here, but ſomething that falls un- 
e, | der the Olſervation of Chriſtians in a more 
ze | ordinary way, with reſpect to the Chur- % 
1s | ches State and Criſis. Alas! where are 
r | now thoſe ſiricere Fearers of God, With Plal.2s. 14-4 
e, | whom the ſecret of the Lord is? Or where 
are they to be found, that in this reſpect, * N 
bo | underſtand what that promiſed fruit of the Job. s 136 
7; Spirit is, amongſt others, to have thereby 
i- things to come diſcovered ? Nay, f far is 3 
es it from this, that even when the Lords A 
n-| hand is lified up, we will not ſee nor regard 
bel it. And yet we want not Intimations this | 
Day of what islike to fall out ; at leaſt we 
gt, have ſofiicient Indications of our preſent 
tel State and Circumſtonces; from whence 
e we may ſoberly, rationally iofer, by way ; 
to of Moral Prognoftication , what is moſt 
| probable to fall out, as the event and iſſue ⁵ 
bat) of thoſe things which are ac this time on 2 
uf the Wheel. Tho, I conſeſs, we ought in 
nad ſuch Inguiries, to ſtand upon our guard, 
haf that under the ſp2cious deſign of a Rational 
and Chriſtian Pre conſideration of, and Pro- 
lor for Future Things. we harbour nor" 8 
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F a finful, anxious, and over-curious thought- 
fulneß about, and ſcrutiny into thoſe Things 
which God ſees fit to veil from us, and re- 

. ferves only to himſelf. And therefore all 

 Pofitiveneſs and Dogmaticalueſs,as to Things 

ſo dark and debatable, as future Events are, 

© _ ſtudiouſly to be avoided on ſuch occa- P. 

ſions *Th6o1 may juſtly affirm it, that 

it is either weakneſs or a deſign, this way 
to get a Name in the World, that occa- 
ſions Men for the moſt part to be fo con- 
 fident of their having drawn Prophetical 
= . Truth out of its dark Receſſes, and of 
"vending that way Humane Gloſſes lor the J 
Divine Oracles. 
For my own part, I am ſo conſcious of 
my own inſufficiency, as to the making, a 
Judgment even of the more eaſie and ob- 
vious Indications and Criteria of our Cir- 
cumſtances this way, that I have long 
hung in ſuſpence in my own Mind, whe- 
ther I had beſt to adventure upon any Ro- 
fiefions of this nature: It ſeem'd to me, 
to be properly the Work of a Paul, rapt 
up to the Third Heavens in Vifions and 
Revelations ; or of a John, who leans on 
his Maſter's Boſom, to have the Secret 

Aex of the Cliſet of Future Events, and to 

=.  unriddle the fame to others: I thought 
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Days ſhould ſpeak, and the multitude of 
Years ſhould teach Wiſdom ; and that, 
tho, God was not tyed to ſuch Methods, 
(fince even Toung Mea ſometimes may ſee 
Viſions, when Old Men do but dream 
Dreams ) yet who am I, that I ſhould 
pretend to any thing of this kind. 


Yer, on the other hand, I conſid ed, A 


that it was part of my Office, as a Minitter, 
humbly to enquire into the meaning of 
Providences, that it was one of our Sa- 
viour's Charges againſt the Phariſees, That 
they neglected the obſervation of the figns 
of the time ; that there were peculiar Du- 
ties incumbent on Chriſtians, with reſpect 
to the preſent State of Affairs, which could 
not be known, and therefore not practi- 
ſed, unleſs after an impartial Enquiry into 
Things; that this Work of obſerving and 
judging of preſent Diſpenſations, with re, 
ſpect to what may be inſerred thence, was- 
attended with Pleaſure as well as Pain,, 
and was both commanded and commende 

to us in Scripture as a Duty; and that 
withal, it was one part of the Improver 
ment of our Reaſon, which 28 it diſtin- 
-Suiſheth us from Bruits, in its being | 
pable 10 peilt back op thi 
was capacitated to /ook forward «ſo to haf 
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thereby be incident unto, in ſuch an D- 


ſtanding, to go on this way, from the | 


_ erred by building on miſtaken Grounds, or 
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things, which we may infer are likely to fall Pia 


our, from the concatenation of Cauſes and % 


Effects. Beſides, all Which, the various Inis 
Occaſions which we had lately, by the P 
pious Order of our Superiours, for Faſ?- ÞÞpt 
ing and Prayer, did ſuperadd another Ar- ou 


gument for a ſerious emquiry into the Sing nc 
wegvere guilry of, àhd the nature and of 
tenadlency of thoſe Providences which gave 


Birth to thoſe ſo/emn Opportunities. 
And, as for the weakneſs | was conſcious þ 
of in my ſelf, and the miſtakes I might 


dertaking , I was encouraged notwith- inv 


Senſe of Duty, in an humble Dependence 
on Gad; and the rather, becauſe I percei- 

ved, that moſt Men that had applied 5 
themſelves to ſuch Studies, had either 


been too pofitive iu their Determinations of wh 
particular Events: Whereas, I firmly re- [Sp 
ſolved to guard againſt all occaſions, of [ſur 


being pofizive at all in ſuch things, or of chi 


taking Probabilities for Certainties. My 
Work and Defign which I propoſed, was 
therefore this only: That having conſi- 
dered the preſent State of Affairs in theſe 
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zanly, and thence inferring what ſeems 
ad o be moſt rationally to be expected, ve 
us night be brought to ſee and mind the 
he Duties which ſeem to be now incumbent 
f. pon us, with reſpect to the continuance of 
1r- our preſent happy Settlement , the ſurthernrr 
ins ſpncreaſe of our Mercies, and the averting +1 
nd of thoſe evils which we ſeem to have rea- 
ve fon otherwiſe to fear. And in order te 
y proceeding in this Deſign with the 
greater ſecurity as well as perſpicuity, I 
purpolely reſolv'd to wave the dark Pro- 
hefies of Scripture, which I foreſaw would 


involve me in long Debates, and to pro- 


he ſcced upon more certain and eaſie Grounds ; 4 
ce not, that I think there can be any ſuch | 
ei· ſure and certain Foundation, for making a | 
ed judgment of fucure Events, as that would 
er be, if rightly underſtood ; bur that it is | 


not ſo certain or caſe to attain to know 
what is the real Sence and Deſign of the 4 
Spirit of God in theſe. But however, 4% 
of [ſurely it is a Work by itlelf, which ! 
of ſchoos d to pals by for the preſent; as le- 
ly ving it to the riper Judgments of others, 6 
as and my own more mature and further 
fi- Thoughts, if 1 hall afterwards have occa- 
ſe ¶ ſion to bend my Studies that way. 
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I ſay, did fo far move me, as that I was re. 
ture, at leaſt for my own ſatisfact ion: 
pture I thould lay down as a Foundation to 


build my ſucceeding Enquiry upon, I know 
not what ſuggeſtion recall'd to my Memory nc 


But upon a further ſearch, there ſcen'd 
ſomewhat deſign d in the words, which [ 
thought might not be unuſeful to preſent |; 
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But to return: 


ſolved to attempt ſomething of this na- 


which whilſt 1 was muſing on, and con- 
ſidering with my ſelf what Portion of Scri-f 


gre 


this dart Expreſſion of a dark Prophet. the 
But fure I am, that at my firſt reflecting vat 
upon it, I did but little apprehend the lag 


Scope and Deſign of it, further than that Hh 
from the words Rod and Sword, and the Ithe 


Scope of the Context, I did plainly fee that ſof 
the words were Comminatory of ſome Judg- No 
ment or other upon the People of the Jews. 


la) 


od 


to the Conſideration of others, and which he, 


therefore I ſhall proceed to enquire in- K. 


to, when I have previouſly conſidered Rhe 


the Scope of the Context, and the Conſtru- Inc 


dion and Meaning of the Words. i; 

As for the Coxtext, tho the preceding þy} 
Chapters, even from Chap. 6. ſeem to be þþ; 
but one continued Prophecy againſt the hn 
Jews, for their great Sins; yet ſince this Ir 
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hapter runs in a new ſtrain from the 


former, I ſhall go no further back, than 


o the firſt Verſe ; where we find the 


: Prophet gets a new Commiſſion to Pro- 


pheſie, which is confirmed again and a- 
gain, v. 8, and 18, and ſo runs on to v. 28, 
vhere the Prophet takes occaſion to di- 
greſs on a new Subject. It were lo 
and tedious to ſcan the ſeveral Verſes of 
he Chapter, and conſider every Obſer- 
ation which might be , drawn thence. 
ind therefore I ſhall only obſerve thefe 
hings following in general: (I.) That 
c Time of this Prophecy was in the Reign 
of Zedekiah King of Judah, who is no 
doubt pointed at, v. 25, by the deſigna- 
ion of the og e Prince of Iſrael, whoſe 
day is ſaid to be come : for from the ve 


Pay of Zedekiab's breaking his Oath to the 


ing of Babylon, is Judah's fatal Period 
eckoned, 2 King. 24. 20. Fer. 52.5. 
2.) That the Ohze of this Prophecy, is 
he Land and People of the Fews ; which is 
tore diſtinctly propoſed as Threefold, v. 2. 
iz. Jeruſalem, the Metropolis, with the 
hole Country of Judea, and the Hol 
Places, themſelves alſo, i. e. the Temple 
and the By 0agogues : All theſe were to 
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met with before under Fechonzah. (3.)That 

3 the Nature of this Prophecy is Commina-ſſth 
4 tory and Threatning, and that in a moſt}! 
. ſevere manner. For, 1. The Calamizyfſ 
| threatned is a cruel and bloody War, and 
Captivity and Slavery which are to fol. 
low upon it. This is ſet forth by the 
deſignation of the Sword, which is the 
gfeac Inſtrument of War. But this Sword 
is not an ordinary Sword, but a Deſola 
tion of a ſingular nature: therefore it ig p. 
faid to be the Lord's Sword, v. 3, 5. as be 
ing the Supreme Over-ruler of the Cala 
mity ; and yet it is immediately appre 
priated to the King of Babylon, who was 
to be God's Executionec therein, v. 19 
And as this Sword is ſaid to be furbiſhed 
that it may glitter and look terrible, and 
fharpned, that it may make a fore ſlaugh 
ter, v. 9, 10, 11. So the ſeverity there 

bol is further declared, when we are told 
that it would cat off both the righteous and 
The wicked, v. 3. and extend itſelt univer 
EF , , fally apon all fleſh from South to North, v. 
* 2. But as a farther Character of the Terri 
bleneſs of this Calamity, it is deſcribed wit 
reſpect to the Kinds thereof, v. 14. to bei 
Sword drawy the third time. For the un 
derſtanding this, we are to remember 
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that rwo Swords, or deſolating Wars, had 


already preceded to the Fews, viz. that 


nder Jehozakim, 2 King. 24. 1, 2. and 
that under Jehozachin, 2 King. 24. 10. 
So that the Third Sword that was to fol- 
low, was that under Zedetzah, 2 King. 25. 
i, Sc. Now it is threataed, that this 
Sword ſhall be doubled, z. e, be twic@ſo 
ſevere as the preceding Calamities, thy” 
poſſibly it may refer to the inteſtine Confu- 
frons which were among the Remnant that 
were left in the Land under Gedalzab ; 
which we may ſee, Fer. 41. v. 2, 3, Sc, 
This is the account which we have here 


of this terrible Calamity'* at the thoughts 


of which, the Prophet himſelf is called to 
ſigh and lament, v. 6. But if the fore- 


thought of it deſerved Tears, what may 
we think would be the Frame of People 


when it comes. This the Prophet gives 
us previouſly an account of, v. 7. That 
all hearts ſhall melt, and every hand be fee- 


ble, &c. But more particularly, he re- 


preſents to us the concern of the more ſeri- 
ous and godly part of the Fews, in order to 
know the intent and meaning of this Cala- 
mity : who ſeem therefore to be brought 
in here in our Text, ſaying or thinking 
«with themſelves, What "if tbe Swor d con- 2M 
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14 © The Rod, or 0 Sword. 
* temn the Rod 2 And this leads me toconÞt ! 


ſider the words themſelves. it 
3 Now the plain Conſtruction of the words l- 
3 (without giving you the trouble to hea re! 
=» every thing ſaid upon them by Commeny*" 
E  rators) ſeems clearly to point at rheſeff 
3 two things, as the Parts of the Verſe h 
1 Phe (I.) Whereof is ſet down by way offf P 


Reaſon, to what God had commanded thi he 
Prophet to do in the preceding Verſe et 
32 which was to lament and bowl, by reafonf®? 
of the threatned Calamity. So that if weſſ® 
joyn this Reaſon to the preceding Verſe 


. unto which it properly belongs; theft 

words run clearly thus: Cry and howl ſon wh 

of.man, for it ſhall be upon my People, &c. 

ſmite therefore upon thy thigh ; becauſe it is h 
2 trial; i. e. eminently fo, it is a trial ns 


a 


with a witneſs Whence we may ob- 
E  — ferve, by the way, That it is very beco- 
1 ming a Prophet to weep and lament, at the. 
 _, »Proſpett of thoſe Calamities which he foreſees b 
2850 be coming on the World, even when, ite. 
may be, he may be ſent to-publiſh the ſame : 

=”, forſurely it can be no pleaſunt Meſſage tol 
2 Mniſerof God, to be ſent with fad andi 
beavy Tydings of Judgment upon his 
=” _- Country ; and God takes it well When h the 


onÞf the Verſe conſiſts of a Queſtion propoſed, 


ith an Anſwer returned thereunto. Who 
alt is that propoſes the Queſtion is not ex- 
\capreſſed, tho we ſee that the Anſwer re- 
nenlurned unto it, is from God himſelf. But 
neſcht is a matter of no great moment, by 
ſe hom the Queſtion is propoſed, fince it 
y oÞ plain, that its put up in the Name af 
theke People,. rhoſe of them eſpecially that 
ſe (vere moſt ſcriouſly concerned this way: 
aon And. it ſeems to be inferred here of pur- 
f welpole, that in the Anſwer ſomething might 
erſe be ſuggeſted, whereby God's Children 
thelnight be comforted, in the midſt of the 
' ſen udgments here threatned. 4 
&c| Le is the Second part of the Yerſe only, 
it ihich I am to conſider; which, as beit 
trialthe Ground of my following Enquiry, 1 
all more diſtinctly handle. — * FE 
The Queſtion will appear, when the 
aning of the Words is opened up: © | 
hich I ſhall therefore conſider with wat 
.pcrſpicuity and brevity I can. 1 


andword L Sword] is not in the Original, bu 
bisl applied by our Interpreters to make unß 


e to 


9 


ah the Sezce. And ſince the Queſtion iS rela · . % 4 
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WB ©” nedinthe former part of the Chapter, it 
may be appoſitiveſy enough inſerted; th6, 
1 h it had been more proper notw ich. 

i + Mancinf, to hare ſupplied the ſub-uncer, 
= | | too 1 relation, by the Word Tria 0 uch 
goes immediately beiore, or by the parti. 
die [I] as relative to it. And thus the 
= Verſe would have run more ſmoothly F. 
Far it is a trial: And what if it | of, 21 
_— trial] contemn poke Be But the mat - 
Kh. ter is not worth contending, for: ſince 
= However we underſtand this, it leads ug 
= equally to the conſideration of War and 
Deſolation, as — therein. | 


N * 
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" We may conſider alſo the mean. 
of the word [ Nod, ] which is vari-] 
ouſly taken daw, being ſometimes ren- | 
\ 
7 
0 


dered the Trile, and ſometimes the 
Rod. The Septuagint takes it in the firſt 
ſence; but moſt Interpreters render it, 
as our Verfion doth: I incline rather to 
this later Opinion, eſpecially if the O#ſer 
D vation of Junius hold; who ſays, that it 
ought to be rendred [ Rod ] here, becauſe 
k . the word is Feminine quo in genere (lays 
4 he) vocem tribus apud Hebræes legere no 
meminimus. But it it be taken ia the fir 
| fence, yet the aon will * differs 
Gs] %%% 
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it — 48 We K ume ae vet, 
1281 ſaid e eis tather to - 4 
Interpretation given in our Verſion; $i 4 4 I 
y fince i in the Tenth Verſe of this vs, 4 a 
ſame / EO the word is found © 1 | 
| which cannot well be otherwiſe unde 
ſtood, than by the Nad, te make Sens 
Jof it. Where, by the way „ that dere 
„ the place, (which laterpreters gall Mira Fer- 5yu6 16 
mat.] 4%) were, in my Opinion ; , better ren- % 1 
ſince] dred thus: 3 2 is the Rod .of my Se 
ds ud contenming.every Tree. Where by the Rod 
andd of God's Son, we may either underſtand 
the Rod wherewith God correQed hu Sow . 
Iſrael ; or that it was the Rod of Chrift, 23 4 
nean. the Son of God, whereby he would pu- 
varid niſh the Contemners of his Word. But 
ren. to return: However, we underſtand the 
. thel word, it is plain to me, that Afflictions 
> fir 0] are either plainly expreſſed, or * un. 
er it] derſtood here. 5 
er to | ST. 7 
"fer Now, nl. Let us conſider what we are 3 
hat iti to underſtand by the word [Comtenn] here, 4 
cauſe! It is l a figurative way N eating, 
* . — anf the greatneſs of thE-Galamizy, _M 
which ſhould. be ſucks * ' 
3 foregoing Troubles in à manner . 
Highs, 8 ri 2 5 2 
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| How of a Sword doth the Laſb of a Rod. 


42 2 And thus certainly it Was, as to the. Judg- 
1 | *. ment and Captivity under Zedekiah ; 

* did exceed pag Troubles under the 

© formier-Kings, as far as the Sword exceeds 

the Rod, or deſtructive Judgments exceed 

. Caſfigations/and Paternal Corrections e So 

tat tho' the Expreſſion | active, — the 

maeaning is to be underſioed 22 
= Thus, When we tead, What if "AF 
contemm the Rod > we are to underſtand |. 

it, What if the Sword make the Rod con- 

- termed > But though this be here im- 
ee yet it is certainly ſnort of the 
purport of the Queſtion, as will appear 
from the A»ſwer when we come to it: 
For the ' Anſwer being Negative, import- 
ing, That the thing enquired after, ſhall 
not be Hence it is plain, that the Eu- 
guiry is not barely this, Whether the Fudy- 
ment threatned would be very dreadful a- 
love formen Judgments ? For if this had 
been all, the preceding Threatnings are 

ſo plain this way, that the Anſwer re- 
= turned would certainly have been ; 
_ "== mative, and not Negative : these 1 | 
da, it is plain, that the Cetin runs bar 
ven a .quiic ng 1870 3 "nc hat rh 
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elſe can this 255 "but a 2 s Shy Ne _ 
ful- apprehenfion , leſt the delign of this 
Wea? might poſſi ibly be, 1 * to era- 
dicate, cut off, and deſtroy the Church and 
Nation of the qewi. It was this which 
GOD. did forelee would natively ariſe 
in the Thoughts of Serious, Concerned, + 
and Pub-lick-{puired Men : and there@re 
it was this fore- een Ojection, which Ged. 
was reſolyed to anlwer, to tho Gomer 
of his Oh. 

From all which, it will appear, chat 
the Serer of the Queſtion is this: What if 
this Trial or Sword, deſpiſe and contemn 
to be eſteemed to be only a. Rod or Cha- 
ſtiſement, but be indeed a Vindiclive Judg- * 
ment , deſigned totally to deſtroy. this 
Church and People. As if God's Chil- 
dren ſhould ſay: Mell. ſince we have not _ 
been reclaimed by more gentle Methods, 
whilſt under the Rod of a diſpleaſed Fa- 
ther, may we not juſtly now apprehend, that 
he has caſt by the Rod, and reſolues to 
take up the Sword, that ſo Fuſtice and Ven- 
geance may have its free courſe, id the ex. 
tirpating ſuch a wicked Generation as we 
art e may not God thus laugh at our Qa-” 1 
SImity, aud his terrible Judgments con- 1 2 
ty 8 Challe s Pc . 
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And even the Septaagint itſelf, thou gh 
tit differ from me as to the meaning of the 
_— . word Sheber, yet agrees upon the matter 
= itſelf: for thus that Verſion renders the 
= . Queſtion here, Kay 7 ei », pan aww ? 
= Ft quid fi etiam trilus repulſa fuerit 2 
And what if the Tribe: be rejected? The 
2 meaning of which I take to be, as much 
2 if ir were faid : What if the Tribe f 
Fab be caſt off alſo, as well as the orber tru 
Tiles of Iſrael ? for ſurely, I cannot nee 
imagine, that their meaning ſhould only] ing 
= © be, What if the Tribe ſhould bedefeated, | the 
and get the worſt of it, and the Enemy | ©. / 
= prevail againſt them > I ſay, this can ne- thi 
ver be rationally thought to be deſigned me 
here, ſince it were a contradiction to the fea, 
= - plain Hiſtory of the Siege, and Deſtru-| | 
ion of Feruſalemby the Aſſyrians; where-| a 
iz we ſee, how far the Tribe of Judah was 
=: prevailed over. Therefore, as this can- add 
not poſſibly be the thing ſo poſitively de- Ale 
nied in the Auſier, fo neither can it bel £/# 
the meaning of the Queſtion : and there- 115 
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leſt God might intend by this threatind. 
Judgment, to make an end of the Tribe 
of Fudah aud Benjamin, by rejecting it, in 
the ſame manner as he had done the other 
Ten Tribes. So that we ſee, that whe- 
ther we underſtand by the word Shebe, 
the Tribe, or the Rod, we muſt of neq; 
ſity underſtand the fum and ſubſtance of 
the Queſtion to be the ſame that I E 
poſed but juſt now.  - 

And = we have thus Aire at che 
true Sence of the Queſtion -propoſed, we 
need not heſitate long as to the mean- 
ing of the Anſwer, which is returned 
thereunto : for this, is nothing elſe, but 
a peremptory and abſolute Negaion of the 


thing enquired after; viz. That the] udg- 


meat feared, ſhall not be hat many may 
fear it is. 


Our Tranſlators do ſtrangely perplex | 
and confound. the Text here, by making, 


this a comparative Negation only, by the 
addition of two words Las more J wh 
are neither in the Oxiginal, not Seprag- | 


en 8 2 


Mc 
"IX g 


necgl- / 


gint, the Hebrew being only , mw 95, 5 

and the Septuagint, er T. which. 15 NA 
plainly. this, [77 ſball not bet ae what. 
E t 8. 1 


= 3 Vat 1 wall dor e 'utfirely Fd 
what we have ſaid, as to the meaning of | © 
the Queſtion, makes it alrogether im- | © 
poſſible, that this can be the Sence of the 
And therefore the whole ſeems to me 
to run thus; But now, when mention is 
male of fo vere a Trial, what ſhall we 
think of it? What if this Judgment ex- 
ceed the Bounds of a Rod or Chaſtiſement ? 
Or what if it deſtroy the Tribe totally: 
No, no, (ſays God) JOSE not be fo 
neither for however ſevere this Jud 
ment be, it is only deſigned as a 2255 
men, and not utterly to deſtroy. Now 
this doth dilucidly y appear, in the Capti- 
= under Zedetiab: which tho" it Was 
ſofeverea Trial, and fo furbiſhed a Sword, 
as thight juſtly make all to think, that this 
Sword or Trial did contemn the Rod, or 
was intended to cut off the Tribe: yet | . 
we ie notwithſtanding, that it was only | 
defined by "God: as a Correction, whic 
was not to unde a full end of them, as 
te Preſervation of the Jews under it, and 
bes returning chem again from it, do clear- -( 
eie. So that this'Query and . 
IFN ples 3 55 in thee, oy A Lind of Parey- Y 
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tory fp ning as a x Ray of Te 12 Ta” 
Comfort to the true : Mourners and Weep- 
a. ers in Zion. 
e And now, I ſuppoſe, by this time, we 
have begun to perceive, (as I would hum- 
ne bly hope) the native ſence and meaning 
is of the words: And therefore we may 
76 | adventure to proceed, to propoſe 7; 1 Ob- 
x. | ſervations, that T think naturally retult 
from the Text thus underſtood; rhe Firſt 
> | from the Queſtion propoſed ; and the other 
© | from the Anſwer returned thereunto: not 
to mention other things that might be 
> | drawn from the Context and Connection of 
w | the Words, to avoid prolixity. The Two 
. main and principal Obſervations or Do- 
aA rines then, are as Follow in their order; 
d, tho the Fir#t, which immediately lol. 
is | lows, is that which I defign uw Aa in- 
or fiſt upon, 1 
ct ||. 1 : * ö F. 4 


OssERVATION I. 


hat wben GOD threatens bis 
© - Vhurch and People with the 
Sword of an Enemy, after the 
Rods, with which be had formerly 
chaſtned them, it may juſtly put the 
. Thoughts of all ſerious Chriſtians 


to this ſad and concerning Dilem- 
- ma,*Whether GO D may not be 


{Shout to change bis e ol 
inte deſtructive Judgments, 
reg and deſtroy them ? 


poſe it were needleſs to attempt 

* = * Proof of this Propoſition, fince we 
may eaſily ſee upon the firſt view of the 
words, that whenever any People become 
ME ſtated and Sen em as the 
2 then were, they will have the ſame 
Thy 9? and Concern as they appear to 
nb 2 2 2 2 us 


ot, - | * 


ind we will ſee this Inference to flow 


hem, ſubdued by Forreigners , the half 
ff our Nation captivated and baniſhed, 
and the reſt made Slaves and Tributaries; 
and let us ſee withal, Deformation inſtead 
df Reformation amongſt the Remnant: t 
gether with a proud obſtinate perſiſting 
In our unreformed ſtate, contrary to all 
Engagements, and without any rational 


put Ruin: I ſay, let us but ſuppoſe this 
to be our Caſe , and can we think any 
- fother thing than what is here inſinuated, 
e that ſurely God were about to turn his 
Rods into Scorpions, his Fatherly Corre- 
tions, into the Deſolating Stroaks of an 


out reaſon, that the more ſerious and 
thinking Jews, cry out in the Query of the 


Surely 


theſe, would move us to apply to our 


neral we have obſerved from the words. 


: 
Yn 4 3 I] 
at. tl 1S time no UL Ana 
, 4 a 9 4 * a f a . 0 : 
- > 2 \. = * Gas 5 | | 4 . 1 , \ 9%.” ad I 
n 2 os ACh... | r 
A. . d 2 0 2 , nd "_ "y „ k * A 4* * i * 4, 
5 "AY © = : G * 


Mk. 


lo 


1 5 7 
Wag * 2 5 N * 
* 
by 


ery natively hence. Were we, with ' 


proſpect of purchaſing any thing thereby, 


nemy. So that we. ſee, it is not with- 


t Text, What if the Sword contemn even the 


ſelves more particularly, what in the ge- 


And. therefore, ſince our Circumſtances 
ro” 
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13 t he fta of the Fews at that time, ma 
we not bring the Propoſition a Theft ad HyÞ - 1 
pothefin, to ſpeak more home to our ſelves} 
thus : WA. ON LED 
That fince God in his Providence dot 
wow threaten his Church and People i 
theſe Nations ( well as elſe where) wir 
Sword of an Enemy, after the Rodi] 
with' which he formerly corrected them; it 
may juſt ly- put our Thoughts to this ſad and 
concerning Dilemma, Wherher God may not 
be about to change his Chaſtiſements int; 
deſtructive Judgments, 70 conſume and de] 


roy us ? 


*. 


(wherein all the Chriſtian World in gene] + 
ral, and zheſe Nations in particular, arc 
nearly concerned) I ſhall confine my ſelſſ x 
to theſe Three Things, the Laſt whereof y 
N as the Coneluſion, interr'd from the Tiſite 
= former as the Premiſes, will neceſſarily re noi 
Ti 3 quire the largeſt Elucidation. The Points it 


el 


= . * 1 . ay # ? 
Ina the proſecution of this Propoſition] 


ate 


J. That we have been lately under the | | 
Hod, i, e. under God's Fatherly cba. 
Hiſemenrs. 


oth oy That we are now threatned wit h the 


10 Sword, i. e. with ſeverer Judgments 

* j4 than we have yet ſeen. . 
08 | 

1 It. That the Church ig upon this ac- 

an count reduced to this %s Dilernma ; 


What if the Sword contertin the 
Rod > i.e. What if ſucceeding N..]. 
"Bles and Judgments be ſuch, as * - 
mate the former in a manner fr. 
Sorten? n een = 


Tits Firft of theſe i IS, | That we _ beta 
ar ately under the Rod. n 
fel I ſuppoſe it needleſs to infiſt on this, = 
col, dy recounting the Afflictious we have of 9 
bs ate times been under; the Memories of = 

oft Men being mote retentive of Cal - 
ar ities, Sorrows, and Troubles, than r 
ercies, Deliverances and Comforts: The 
Tate. Civil, or rather Uncivil Wars, with 
[he Deyaſtations and Miſeries thence en- 


ug; the ſevere Enacłing. and more {6 = F 
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* Bo Proteſtants ; the Excommunications , of 
=— and Inquiſition-like Proceedings of Eccle- ſup 
 . | ftaſtical Courts, with many other thing; 
f 4 | 6 a- kin to theſe: ſuch things, [ lay , leave teri 
= - impreſſions on Mens Spirits, that are notÞjjte 
; afily-worn off. And it is, I fear, the too] 3% 
comir IT ſin of ſome On the One ſide, to Me 
think upon their being Actors formerly the 
in ſuch things with no little pleaſure: as, wit 

I fear alſo, that ſome reflect npon their] ye 
former Sufferings with too great rancourſ me 
E , and grudge of Spirit, againſt thoſe whoſyþ 
SV were either the Authors or Inſtruments to 
_—  of-their being fo uſed. And as we re- qui 
3 member, I fear, too much, what we © | 
have ſuffered one from another; fo, Il eq 


ſuppoſe, the Defigns and Endeavours of wit 

our common Enemies are not wholly out] the 

of mind. . PY on 

What! can we have forgotten the Po-] yy, 

piſt Plots ſo oft renewed, and fo oft diſ to 

covered ; or the Anbitr ary Deſigns of ſome an 
c enſlave us, with the progreſs they 


0 made therein, in corrupting the Elections * 
Jor Parliament, and the procuring the de- 
Fering up of the Charters of Corporations 
=. together with the z/egal Tryals, and bloo- 
e Executions and Murders of many, and | 


r i * | | | 
3 wa, pry . 
me of them the Pants and Champions 
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"PO "FDI, or the Sword. 
of their Religion and Country. And, T 
ſuppoſe alſo, the Judgments and Aſflictions 
which bore . the more immediate Signa- 
ture of Divine Providence, cannot be-ob- 
literated out of Mens Minds; ſuch as the 
Burning of London, (whatever Hand fome 
Men had therein) and the Sword of God, 
the Peſtilence, once and again renewed}; 
with other things of that nature. I ſay, 
we cannot have loſt the Idea's and Re- 
membrance of thoſe ſeveral ſorts of Rods, 
wherewith God was pleaſed ſucceſſively 
to correct us in theſe Nations for our Ini- 
quities. | 6 
But that which I would have conſider- 
ed with reſpect to all thoſe, is, that not- 
withſtanding the ſeeming ſeverity of 
them, they are yet to be reflected upon 
only as Fatherly Corrections, which God 
was pleaſed to inflict upon us, in order 
to reclaim us from the evil of our ways, 
and therefore may be obſerved to be tem- 
pered with Mercy and Favour for us: - 
which will appear, whether we con- 
ſider our former Afflictions in .. 


thers. 


2 is 9 7 Oy —Y 
Hae $7 wo 3 
, \ ; J We F 4 #« $ 
8 1 . ( _ % 4 \&"; we U 
19 ' * a er , A "x 1 7 
o 22 2 1 4 "oo y 
1 . : 2 * . £ 1.8 \ 1 A "FA i 
1 PEN * * b 2 nnn — * * 1 * _ 
2 4 l 4 : ! - <TT 15 v8 * < LY [ 
7 1 1 4 r O 
7 f - * * = = N 4 1 ” 4 5 FP © > bs” . 
7 A n * bh * »% - 
* A 
5 1 
1 
_ y 
* — * 
2 * 


ſelves, or comparatively with thoſe of . 


| - 


—= 


- * 
25 
of * 
4 * 
he © 
" ”- 
þ. 2 


* 
o 
A 9 
* 
"iz 
» = 
= 
= 
 # 
EY 


_ 
L 1 
= 


: 5% © 


1 4 —_— 7+ 
2 7 al 1 CY _ * 
7 | | 4 


911 NE, CHE. 
\ WR *# {i of 
LY, \ a2. 
er 
W a 
- 


© If we confider our Aflitttons' abſolutelifike 
aud in themſelues, we may find a great 
deal of Mercy at the bottom of the moſſiin 
bitter Cups we have yet been made toppen 
drink of: For have not our Trovbles been 


o A w 
* , „. 
- 5 Bu "4 i 7 
e 
1 1 _ 


| remarkably moderated, ſo as neither topurn 


come to the height which Enemies de. nen 
Ggned, or which we feared > Have weſall 
not experienced God's kindneſs to us, eV 
ven when we ſeemed to be plunged inen 
the Depths of Sorrom, and the Confines o ol 
Diſpair ? How wonderfully did God then PA) 
ſupport his People, and ſweeten to them ots 


| their moſt bitter Cups? Yea, and of What 
ſhort - continuance have their moſt dar U 


Nights been? How hath God made the 


dart Clouds paſs over us? Thus was GodP*Pr 
_ pleaſed to change his. Diſpenſations, ſo a$þ®® 


to ſhew his Fazherly Diſpieaſure , and his}? de 
Bowels of Compaſſion alternately : Calmſels. 
did follow our Storms; and tho' Sorrouſ'© 

oft continued for a Night, yet Joy ttill fo 
ſucceeded in the Morning. Tapi 


C But further, it will appear how favou- luin 


rably God has dealt with us all along, r 
in the midſt of the ſharpeſt Rods we haveſte b 


been under, if we compare our Afflictions, fon 
= with what others have been expoſed to: f * 
For have we been expgſed ig aoy th 


ing. Pra 
g 
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- 


old Perſe 


Mike. the 


ol in compariſon of the many who have 
tabeen ſpared) who have been called to 
endet unto Blood. We have not been 
turned alive, or fawn aſunder, or diſ- 


je hnembred piece- meal, or murdered, or 


welnaſſacred in our Houſes or Beds. We 
« fave not met with ſuch - ſevere Treat- 
inlnent as the poor Waldenſes and Piccards 
bf old. Smithfield has not again, in our 
je Days, ſmoaked as of old, with the Fag- 


enets of Martyrs, nor the Marian Perſecu- 


Hail peen re- acted; neither have we fal- 
alen under ſuch Strokes as the Pariſian and 
chellriſÞ Maſſacrees. Nay, is it not an un- 
+ >{fxpreſiible Mercy to us, that our Country 
) 2508S not been made the Field of Action, 
higdo deſolating Armies, as Hungary, Flan- 
Impers, the Palatinate and Savoy have been. 
Ve have not been made the Theater of 
4:1[Pcfolation, or the Stage of Blood and 

| Rapine. We have not been murder d and 
u- luin'd, baniſh'd and diſpers'd, like the 
ng. Noc Piemontois of late. Neither have 


avehe been forced to ſubmit our Reaſons and 


ons Tonſciences, to the unauſwera ble: Arguments 
to f Booted Apoſtles , and Catholick French 
ng, Jragoons |; nor expoled to the int 
PT e 


olerable 
TIN + +... 
ED H * E "F * 


0 . "1 0" 2 
. 
— Aa » 
the Prinitive 
= . 
a (briſtians & There have been but few. 


: : 


4 hs p 
, .» 


* 


IM 
= Hoſ. 11. 
= 8,9. 


nean Galleys, &c. And ſurely, if, beſides 
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all this, we compare what we have met 
with, and been under, with our fins and 
their aggravations, ( which have not, been 
leſs, but it may be more than of othe 
Nations) we muſt needs be enforced td 
qwn, That God hath dealt with us far mor: 
mildly and mercifully than our Iniquite: 
have deſerved. 

And as by all theſe things it dotly »z 
plainly appear, that we have been hif & 
therto only under the Chaſtiſements of 1 
Father : So this is more fully and coyſpiſ lar 


Dea Tes 88 


cuouſly manifeſted to all the Worid in thy ppp 


late Wonderful Revolution of Affairs: forf wit 
in this, as God's Mercy hath eminently the 
ſhewed itſelf for the good of the Prote 
ftant Church aud Intereſt in general; | 
more particularly, for the ſafety and eſtaſ Jay 
Bliſbment of theſe Nations. and 
For what elle was the Language of thd 20 
late happy Deliverance, but what God of ay, 
old expreſſed to the /ſraelites, when had tha 
laid, How ſhall I give thee up, Ephraim Afro 
How ſhall I deliver thee up, O Iſrael Gy, 
How ſhall I make thee as Admah > &c. [not 


CC. 


e Rog, a” be Sword. N hy 
Thus 1 N Was that God ſeem'd to to 
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9 ab to us bf ate: 8 ſhall I give thee | 1 
1. On cbureh How: all I deliver thee % 1 
Z 


en make. bee as France or Hungary, „Goc. 
nerf my -Bowels and Heart are turned"yet once 
tq agals towards. "you : "Therefore I will not at 
ory thrs time execute the ferceneſs of mine an» 
tie ger, I will nor Aeftroy Britain; for I am 
GOD and not Man, and therefore [ 
ot wil fad o out 1 N of e ee for Jen, 
But yet to be! more particu- 
ſpiſ lar in the apply ing to our (elves ſome Scri- 
the ptures,xthat? ſeem remarkably to guadrate 
toll with the State of theſe Three Nations, at 
17] the time of this Wee 5 2 J _ 
ore 1 * Wk 6 . = 
Ang Hirt, did net God Heat of Ba- 8 
1 land then, after this männer bid en ww 3 
and vas wroth, and he went on frowardly-in 18 * F 
tha ehe way of bir Fler; have ſeen his was 3 1 
d and will heal tbem. A wonderful thing. a 
| h4that when God could brivg no Arguments- 1 
m from us, he ſhould bring the from tjge 
[Greatneſs of his own Mercy. But yet Z 
- [notwithſtanding this ſurprizal of Mercy, 


h my nog us make a Rays contrary _ 
u -uſs 


1 


1 8 PR. 


z * 
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ITY of * od * 
= of it, by their reſtleſs * to 
make themſelreg and others miſerable a- 


gen; and therefore that which follows, G 
TE may fitly be applied to them: Bur 2 * 
wic led are lile ibe troubled ſea, when it 01 
cCaſnor reft, whoſe! waters ca#f up mire and | 
ven 21 dirt. But as they Jove not Peace; fo By 


Fa . 


God has ſaid, "ie 2 0 1510 bene * 4 
* ** : w F4 hq 
wicked. 5 e 


In the next e ee Cale at An 
. that time, «ſeemed much like that which 5 
we have mentioned of Hrael, with re- * 
, pe ct to the Captivity: Therefore (taith h 
1 God) behold I will * her and bring 5 
her into the wilderneſs, and ſpeak coniforta- W 
= 4 zo her. For it was with their greateſt , 
4 Alfflictions there, that God did make a 0 
8 their greateſt Silvation and Conſolation Pl 
PH 4 z; to coincide. When God ſurprized-them fh 
=. with terrible things which they lookt not 
1 * for,” he made the 1 #5. even then, to foal 
$ . . flow down at hi preſence; and turned again f 
4 their captivity vas. ſtreums in the South. | 
$ ter. 31: 20, Even, fmmce the tine that he ſpoke againft | » 
= cham, he'aid earneſtly remember them full: F ue 
= and made the time of * E ere. FT, 
1 154 222 Ern. r eme 
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f God towards. 1 ſeem to quadrate 
very remarkably, with that word, where- 
f wich the Lord did of old both chreaten 
h and comfort Apypt, in the fame breath, 
when he ſays, Thar he would ſmite /E 
© | that he would ſmite it aud heal it, 
The fevere and bloody Strokes of 5 
| Zreland, have been in order to its Cure. 
And therefore Wwe may ſee how far God's 
ways are above our: Way aud bis e 
4 above our thoughts. 
80 that in all theſe Wee God has 
S | manifeſted both his Power and Mercy 
”” | towards theſe Nations, in the Late Delz- 
verance. So that we may not unfitly 
apply to our ſelves, in this ref} pect, What 


hath God wrought. 0 
But to proceed. 


4 threatned with the Sword. 
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was ſaid of the Iſraelites, Buck a like Di- 
ſpenſation: According to this time it 


0! | ſhall be ſaid of * and of een What 


The Second Point is: That we are now 
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This: is 1 e Aci is s fel evident; . 
for the proof "whereof; nothing is required 
further, than to take notice of Publick 
_ = Occarrences, which every "Poſt furniſherh 
us with. And that this did ſupervene 
upon the Roli, which we were lately un- 
3 den 1 ſuppoſe none can doubt of, ho 
reeflects ſo far back, as unto the Turn of 
C Afairs in our late glorious/Deliverance - 

= For -as God delivered 5 then from rhe 


E Evil we groaned under, and from the 
= Py aa of *worle 1 ings intended : 
® ſo it was by the unſßeathing 85 the Sword, 


4 Y that it was affected, tho God in Mercy 
= made the Szghr rather than the Blow 
| thereof, fave us. But who knows not, 


= 8 the Blow hath been fince that time 
Mi * el. ry he 
x And ſurely, * debe is 0 fie ben 


bdbiing put up, that we ſee our ſelves daily 


= * threatned with it from abroad; there be- 
WH ing, at the ſame time, but too many ill- 
6 affected Men in the midſt of us, who are 


. ready to lacrifice their Religion and Coun- 
13g), to their own Bigottry Malice, and 
WE: - # n n | | 


JIN 
FIT * A ö 


of 
* 


mina, 3, 
That therefore, which I would only i | 
. | propoſe here to the ſerious Reflections of i 
1 all, is to conſider, What, and how terrible 
the Sword is, with which we are now 2 
1 | threatned ; that we may hence fee, how "I 
” ; 


, | miſerable a People we ſhould become, if 
ever (which God forbid ) we ſhould be 
o | ſo unhappy as to fall under ſuch a Judg- A 
of || Ment. And tho all conſidering Men, E 
+. | ſuppoſe, are fully enough ſatisfied in this 
je] matter: yet, ſince ſome ſeem to be alto- 
ie | gether indifferent and regardleſs in the 
: Caſe, and others fond of Ruine and Mi- 1 
„ſery, I hall therefore earneſtly defire, "= 
y | that we may ſeriouſly conſider, what 2 
'p | thoſe things are, that we muſt neceſſarily 
t, expect, if God ſhould be provok'd to give 9 
ne us up into our Enemies hands. 0 et, ba 1 
For ſurely, if God ſhould permit this 
we muſt expect that our Puniſhment muſt + 
bear ſome proportion to our many ang 
great Sins and Provocations; ſince here- „ 
by ic would be apparent, that we have very 
highly provoked God, to inflict upon us 
what he ſeemed by his former Diſpenſati- 2 
ons deſirous to deliver us from: For at Jer. 18:9: 
what time God ſpeaks concerning a Nation, 
to build and to plant it; if it do evil in 
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" The Rod, the Word: oo fox 
| N e * | ws 
Be.” Us 1 e that ” 51 222 dolce, "then n 
= will berepent of the good wherewit th be Jaid w 
be would benefit them. © al 
3 But if this Confideration i» ae” to be he 
"I ſlighted by ſenſualrand carnal Men, I de- Sa 
= fire they may but conſider the Geyids and || as 
cComplexion of our Enemies: For as they || vt 
care the Enemies of our Religion, which | - 

they are obliged" by their Principles, Viis || to 
8 modi, every manner af way to. root | th 
1 out and extirpate, under the Notion of |} lee 
= the peſtilent Northern Hereſie: So ate A 
bs. they not ſworn - Enemies to our Country m 
. and Perſons, Whoſe old Grudges againtt us, | W 


are now enn more o and more, by ne 
late Proyvocations. i 
And ſurely, we cannot but look upon | ſe! 
them as a mercileſs: and cruel Hey, who | ti 
are ſufficiently known of late, b y their | ra 
harbarities and Devaſtations, no ever Cl; 
they get footing, To whom I may not | n« 
unfitly apply, (what was faid of another | - 
ſort of Enemies of old) A fire devoureth 
before them, and behind them a flame burn- 
eth - the land is as the garden of Eden be- 
fore them, and Behind them a deſolate wil. 
* 3 derneſs : yea, aud nothing ſhall eſcape 
9 1 5 Ge. And ol ena may now cun- 
. $77 2 8 * 
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17 15 Angler Tn fiſhing ſome 
with the enticing Bait of ſmooth Promiſes, 


and others with à Golden Hoof. yet l 
hope wife Men will remember the old 
Saying, Times Danaos © dona ferentes ; 
as remembring that Fiſtula dulce canit 
volucrem dum decipit « anceps. 

For we muſt be ſo far juſt to them, as 


to add this alſo to their Character, that 
they ate a powerful 'Encmy, both for Po- 
icy, Number,” Experience, and Boldneſs : 


And therefore our flightin 
much, 


of tham fo 


none of the: beſt Signs of our Succeſs. 
For, tho every Man ought to rejoyce to 
ſee an ſign of true Courage in the Na- 
tion, yet it is neither a wile nor honou- 


rable part, to deſpiſe an Enemy, eſpe- 
cially one ſo conſider able as the French 


now are. 
And * the caſe is ö 1b us, let 
us conſider impartially what we have to 


expect, if ſuch a terrible Sword as this 
ſhould ever get 2 Commiſſion to be ur 
Puniſhment, For we may eaſily n 


imagine, t that no Faith would we kept. . 
* be on na 2a * 2 us. 
l D to = 


2 the Sword, * of a 3 39 


and ſpeaking of them uſaally 
with ſo much contempr, I look upon as 


WS 


% 
4 A 


Neo reſpect then ſhewn to the Tefant in the 


Fa Virgins defloured. "For Strang; 


= and Noe. 
aud Afaſſnations, nor any Peace to him 


8 thus with our outward Man, what becomes 
of the warde Why, it is in Bondage, 
Daskneſs, 


= 5 8 5 a, which the Prigcs 


hy 
"> The Loc, or oy; the Sond...» 


to be. Ye, "RD "foreman Sword would 
uickly be followed With inte line Drvi- þ 
F, ons, Tumults and Confuſions among 
our ſelves: And how dfeadful the Effects 
and Conſequents of ſuch thiggs muſt be, 
we may eaſily imagine. We ſhould then 
{ce our Cities and Towns in Flames, all 
Bonds, Civil or Religibus, broken, and þ 
© Liberty and Property Wholly” at an end. 


Cradleor the gray Hairs of the Aged. We 


might then ſee our Matrons abuſed/ and our 
ers and For- 


reigyers would then poſſeſs our Houſes, het 


enjoy our Eſtates, feaſt on the Fatneſs of ho! 


our Tables, and look big i in our Apparel; inc 
whilſt we our ſelves are glad to enjoy a fall 
few Morſels, and eſteem it a favour to be |ba: 
permitted to live. Nothing then heard 
in City or C bunt 3, but Lame utation, Mi- 
No Security from Murders 


that goes out or comes in. And if it fare } 


and Fetters. Nothing then 
heard, but an univerſal Cry, Great is 


v | "YT - 
a ibs 3y l 
= - = ? 
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of T be, Rods: or. the : Sword. 


Id as ſet up. to be Worſhipped. ' £ 6 "of 
any Nicodemus, then he comes to . | 
for 


FA 
18 
ts 
JC, 
en 
all 
nd 
d. 
he 
Ve 
ur 


by Night, and owns him by ſtealt 

ar of the Jems. But if with Daniel any 
ie ſo. bold, as to open his Windows to- 
ards the 7. emple of Jeruſalem, he muſt 
expect to be caſt unto the enraged Lyons, 
and a fery Furnace muſt then be expected 
o be the Lot of ſuch as openly refuſe to 


ate, which. i is then ſet up. All miſerable 
gland ah deſolate Scotland, ah wretched 
pr- Freland! ſhould ſuch things happen. And 
es, Het ſuch»things muſt needs be expected, 
of ſhould the Enemy prevail overus. Which 
; ſince it is thus, by what Name can we 
a fall bat more than irrational, and worſe 
be han wicked Temper of many, who ſeem 
rd fond of ſuch a Scene of  Aﬀairs ; not re- 
li- fnembriog , that even they © themſelves 
rs (muſt ſuffer as well as others, if ever ſuch 
im Phings ſhould happen: for even thoſe who 
ire ſove ſuch Treaſon, and ſubſerve themſelves 
es pf it, will notwithſtanding hate the Trai- 
Te, tors for it. But I ſhall forbear to ſay any 
nore on this Head, when I have once de- 
Fred, that Men would ſeriouſly conſider 
12 things mentioned. F 


DD 


orſhip the abomination that maketh deſo- 


DO... 
4 
0 


Which the Chaldeass ” 7 in e 
7 via I think; that of the French 
Nation, a Popiſhs/Yoth in many. things 
very aptly 4 5 whom the Prophet 
 Habakkuk doth deſer ribe, as iQllows : 
. 1. vill work 4 wort 4 eur days, 
7. , which. you will not believe we, the, it be told uh 
you. For lo, I raiſe 5 the Chaldeans, r 1 
that bitter aud hafty Nation, who. -fhall pref 
ough the Fas of the 4 and, to, 


march thr 
8 poſſeſs ibe dwelling-places thi are not 2 
3 „  thears. Tbey are. terrible. and dreadful, 
1 horſes ſpall be, ſwifter than 
» * the Jeopar: as , they ſhall comme all fo r 
* violence, &c. Avertat Bonus Deus quod 
verentur quidam preſagium; ; mütato ſcili- 
cet nomine fabulam narrari. Utcunque, 
*J cape ad nes,” qui e W Rf 


_ The Thing: Pint. * | 7 bat the Churet ay 
* 0 upon the fore-mentioned account) ig redu-Fure 
5 ced. "this fad. Dilemma * What zf . the 
= Sword contems. ibe Rod i, e. What if} 
= ſucceeding Troubles, and: Judgments be þr 


ſuch, - as ſhall make the ont in a man- 
ae 5,4 8 34g 4001 
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4. "In ſpeaking, to this 72 725 12 4 
re, Point, propoſe to my ſelf an ab... 


ch Egan into, or ConſMeration of theſe 
g bree Hegas: following,” Viz. 
let Fre 

81 1 Aft. Whihce it ö, glue u we are 0 2 
vs, Buch 4 condition, as to be much in the dark, 
Id ſuhet her . Sword may contem the Rod: 
1s, pr what is the Law en 5 nw our 
all font. Dilemma. 


ot || 2dly, What are e ks of vx ratio- 
ul, hal Enquiry into what is lite to be, or 
an rom war T, lopicks may we adventure to 
for Fanfider our preſent tate, and the Me 
od mn among Us. 


le, Cty, What is the Ebimate that we quay 
adventure to make} from theſe. Grounds, of 
ur preſent ſtate; and what Prognoſtication 
cb nay we thence humbly iner, as to our fer 
lu. Pure Condition. 
the * 
if The Firſt of abeſs." is: Eat is * oh 
be br N of our preſeut Dilemma, or 
in vbence it 15, that we are reduced to ſuch a 5 
+ Pondition, à to be much inthe dark, whether 5 
. ufd ”; coutemn the 3 
#1] 1 


= FP 1 Fbe Rog er Te" ON 2 n 
1 N ave alrcady, manifeſted. what..our * 
= |. 2 Dilemma is, by ew ing that a; mal 
ER. we have been formerly under the Rod in 
ſo we are now threatned with the Sword 
But in the proſecution of this Propoſition ©! 
here, I would have it confidered, (el | 0 
appear to any _Attum agere ) that a 
upon a ew Enquiry, viz. Into the 65 auſgthit 

or Original of this Dilemma that. we arts; 
ander The | Elucidati * whereof will; 
more fully open to us the thing that 

we are now in queſt of, and which wats. 

intend to conſider further, in the proſe 7 

cution' of the other ewas Prop 

ſitions. 1 | + 

And here certainly the Original andre; 

| Cauſe of our preſent Dilemma can be noſas 

thing elſe, but the darkneſs that is, ogg 

appears to us to be, upon our preſent dle 

National and Church ſtate, With reſpect toſje, 

God's Judgments, either really impend 

ing over us, or appearing ſo to do. Fo 

here the Minds of Good Men differ vaſtly {,,; 

fome being afraid ef a final rejection of wii 

and that God s Threatnings" againft us art{e1 

abſolute and decretory.: hilt others, thi Ti 
—_ 2 fear the Tudgmients impeuding, — f 
1 12 8 if + do pe appreh 
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rd, wt abſolute. 3 

tin But in order to our more diſtinct co- 
it Ngnoſcing of our preſent ſtate, as to this Ss 
anſmatter, we „ proqilc ſome 99 
4400 things, with reſpect to God's Tudgments : 


arkepainſt feel Churches and Nations in ge 


: 


I neral. : # | | N 8 | ys . 2 2 
tha] And as to this, we may take notice 5 


1 x.) Of a great variation in the things © 
rolefpbich are threatued by God againſt ſuch _— 
opts People: For, 1. Sometimes he threatens 
4 totally 10 deſert a Natioz or Church , by - "of 1 
andemoving the Goſpel wholly from them = 
noſas we ſee plainly in the inſtance of the =_ 
» MEhurch of the Jews this day, whoſe Can- 
ſentldle-ſtick hath now for many Ages been 
to removed out of its place. Woes. 
end But, 2. At other times God on! threat- wo 
Folleys to cat off. a People for ſome ſet and l. 
ſtly ted time, viz. for. one or more Genera- 1 
F witions, (yet. reſerving a Remnant for Him- * 
5 adſelf;) thus he did with the Church of the * 
ehilTews in the Wilderneſs, he caſt oft one 
% Generation, and yet eſtabliſhed his OO oY 
be with age 
» OE " 
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wm ide things threstged againſt ſuch al, 


5 ebe. manner or way of God's Threatnings|. 
"YH gain fi ſinful Churches and Nations. For, z 
II. Sometimes God's Threatnings are 2 6 
1 ute and Decretory ; which therefore can- Z 
= not be diverted -or- avoided „ and may 
then be rather look d upon as ohen Decla- 


. do. Thus it. was with the old world, 
W'Gen..5,5. whom Goll repented to have made ; and[: 
3 


Far 


I "IJ pg hom. therefore Chriſt laments, becauſc] 


© © And thus ade ts dd with the _” Th 
Church, in the time of the Capriviry, 
whom he caſt off as to their Nationaſi, 
Church: ſtate for Seventy Ves. 
And (2.), As there is 2 great difference 


4 


Wy 


p 


People, ſo is there a grear-difference. is 71 


tations of God's Purpoſe and Decree, than ay 
bare Threatnings. And theſe alſo are 1 
two-fold, viz. Either, 1. So abſolute and 2 
decretory, 48 to Be accompanied with Judi. a1 
cial Tnducation, or Jufatuat ion; ſo as thel., 5 
People who are the Objects thereof, arch, 

rendred thus incapable of Reformation < 
and Repentance,, having firſtyprovokedþ. 
God by their obſtinate Wiekedneſs ſo to tal 


ſud, (I. e. firmly determined) he would * 


uke 19. dne, And thus it was with t be Jews inf, 
* aud feer the Days. of our Saviour, over 1 
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e w the Sword 
hey dal wot. . tr 


in Hey of Graee, "the : "I 
7 ſhings that: did 5 to their Peace. Or. „ _ 
1 Such Threatnings ate only abſolute in 4 # ö 
wt, ſo at ſtill to 9 of Ropentance — 
: 1d Reformation, thorough the interven- -# 
en of which, tho Judgments cannot be = 
*Fholly averted, yet they may be mit © 
| Med and delayed and (naified and after 
'S'þod's: ſet time removed. Thus it was 4 
P ith. the Fews, as to the threatned Capti- '% 1 
1 2 which, tho it could not be totally Xx 


0 yer we. ſee many mirigat ions at- 
ading it : For it was dc/ayet all the 2 king. 23. 


da ays. of Johab upon his Reformation. he? | 
han Was not total; for God reſerved a Rem lla: 53. 3. | 4 
9 25 Neither was ir Hal, as we ſes in 
1b 1 | Return, of the People again from it. 


nd. wefind allo, that this Rar Rod or 
vord rather, was ſanttifie to this Po- 
le, in purging them more from Hlola- 
ever alter, than they had been before, 
o that tho Fus Judgment could not be 
tally averted, yet upon Repentance 
d Reformation, it was varioufly Rr 
ned and ſweetned. . N 
2. At other times, God's I. breatnings a are 
or E bſellte, tut conditional only: lo that 
19 ſuch Rods be, juſtly delerved, yet =” 
porous the 3 of 1 3 
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= Men of Judgments" to be inflifted, in 
= -Zteyrepent and reform not. And hence i 
VE, that Abraham in his Plea for "Sodon 
= uſeth this Argument: What, Aays he 
18 wile thog deſtroy the righteous with th 
_ A wicked ? Shall not 1 he Fudge 5 of all th! 
= carthdoright? "And if-God's Threatning x 
4 be thus to be underſtood, with reſpect tc 7 
the World in general, then far more witt . 
reſerenes to His own Churches. i 10 
Tlheſe things being premiſed, the grea Jr 
* * , © Egquiry now will be, how we. are t: 
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darkneſs,” as to that proſpedt we 0 
otherwiſe have of things of this nature. 
I confeſs the Task is difficult; yet I 
ſhall adventure to ſet down my thoughts 
of this matter, in the following Propo- 
tions. w 


4 a 


+ Cas... 


3 5 © 


Our ER Dilemma flows not hence, That 9 ö 
1 2 ſeems to Phreatesns 15 with 8 iq 


e 


his! is, what f hope 36 He not Fit 
out ſome. weighty Reaſons for; 
. tho 1 know there are ſome good Men, 
whoſe Fears carry them to the contrary 
perlwaſion. The Grounds of this my. 
214 Hope, are as follow, which I leave to 

| the impartial Conſideration of all; 'thd 
. 41 2 matter of this nature, we are not 
to expect Demonſtration, the Subject 


wit not admitting it. But, 1 ſay, the fol. 
lowing 9 will at leaſt bages 
greaf/ in us good hopes this way. | 2 


1. Let it be oonſdered then, That 
Whatever Evil ben in our Preben State, 


ve eſpouſed a good Caule. The Cauſe n 
of God, and the Credit of the Goſpel, x; 
is that which we now contend for : J ti 
And therefore have we not reaſon to fi 
hope for a good Event at laſt, tho.we | h. 
may meet with Troubles in the mean | hi 
time for our Sins. 3 
. 2. And as we are contending for Truth, | pr 
1 ſo we are ſure our Enemies are fighting | th 
© againſt it, and ſo may juſtly be lookt upon | of 
as fighting again God. And therefore N. 
1 however God may deal with us for a time, x; 
Mn in making them a Scourge to us, yet inf 
AY the cloſe we may expect, he will burn 
4 the Rod, when he has ſubſer ved; himſelf 
3 of it. And in this poſſibly, the War] 
3 between Bexjamin, and the other Tribes, 
* may be no unſuitable Emblem of our 
I Condition. For therein we find the 
= Judg: 20. Benjamites twice victorious over the of 
rr: Iſraelites, even tho. the other Tribes pe 
n conſulted God in every ſtep of the War, out 
= and went out to Battle according to his Sta 
express Order. But at laſt the Scene ſhav 
1 was inverted, to fie almoſt utter ex · tha 
ttrrxpation of that ſinfully obſtinate Tribe. ten 
1 od may be now about to las 
. WY 2 : 0 do N 
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a,” Por the Sword. 


do with us, $54 preſent War: He 

may puniſh 2s , nd our C onſederates 
by the Feuch, and make them tor {ome 
time Victorious, to our Grief, Vexa- 
tion and Affliction. And 
hopeful, that when he has performed 


his whole Work upon Mount Zion, he 


will bring down the Glory ot that 

proud King, and lay it in the Duſt, to 
the eclipfing of that fiery ſcorching, Suk 
of the Popiſh World; fo that his Motto, 
Nec pluribus impar, may come 10 be, 
Etiam ſingalis impar. 

3. And ſurely, the great ting tha 
God has done for us in theſe Nations of 
late, may cheriſh-in us good hope, -that 
God does not threaten us with any ſuch 
thing as a total Rejection. He may in- 
deed ſuffer his Generation, (whom he 
hath ſo lately, as it were, brought out 


the ſof Agypt ) to fall in the Wilderneſs, 


bes becauſe of our fin and ingratitude, with 
Var, ſout cauſin 


us to ſee that 


his State of Affairs, which otherwiſe might 
ene have been our Mercy. But to think, 
ex- that he has done all this, and yet in- 
ibe. tends to leave both us and our Poſterity 
t Ola a, * to te Amialekites, Who can 


yer Fam 


deſirable 


E " - imagine. Mig ht we not then plead 
© Exod. 32. with Moſes, in TG like caſe : Lord, if 
I, 12. thou do ſo, the Nations will ſay, That 
F. .“ thou didit ſuffer this people to be 1 
A to their enemies, becauſe thou wafi not 
able to ſave them; aud what wilt thou 
do then for thy great Name 2 "Therefore 
I choole in this caſe, to conclude againſt 
5 ſuch a fear as this, with the Wife of 
puag. 13. Manoah, If the Lord had deſigned utter- 
33. bie jet us, he would not have accepted 
us ſo 22 as be has done, neither would he 
have ſbewn us ſuch wonders as he has 9 
* 8 n for us. 


* * 
* 


But what Security have we 
| — 4 total Rejection, more than the 
I Seven famous Aſiatick Churches of ol: 
= bad, to whom John dedicates eſpecial 
= by Revelation ; 
# . "xx fflnfe.3-: I WEN God's Dealing 
towards thoſe old Churches, as well a 
"= many others, have been very awful an- 
tremendous. Yet I take it as a vg. 
Error only, (tho ſo commonly aſſerted 
even by great Divines) that a/ the Se 
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” The Rhpor The Sword,” 
off; altho' I readily grant, that fome of © 
ad theſe Churches are indeed totally, for 
the preſent, caſt off, and all of them 
miſerably ignorant and corrupted. But 
to Unchurch all places over-run with 3 
Error and Superſtition, (as all the Gre- ” 
cian Churches now are.) or to think; 1 
re] that when God has ſo remarkably kept 2 
inſt up the Profeſſion of Religion, in ſome 4 
off of thoſe places, there is, notwithſtand- Y 
2er. ing, no Seed of Grace, or Spark of Pie- 
red ty remaining in the Hearts and Lives of 
7 he] ſuch poor and weak Chriſtians, is a 
1 of | ſtretch too great for Chriſtian Charity Y 
I to ſwallow or admit of. And yet, ii 
this were granted, (which I think none 4 
can) that there is not the leaſt Grain of 1 
ſerious aud true Piety among them: 
we muſt ſtill hopefully conelude, that 
God ſeems to intend the revival of the 2 
Goſpel again, in thoſe parts, in due 
a time, where he has ſo wonderfully con- 
ling tinued the Chriſtian Proſeſſion. But 
Il a now, for proof of this, that Chriſtiani- 
| anc ty is not wholly extinguiſhed in all — 
ga thoſe Afatict Churches, I refer the Preſnt 4 
rted Reader to Sir Paul Ricauts Account of Ste of 


8 ye them * Which 1 had further confirme Churches, wi 
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' to me by a worthy Genr/ewan who was 


= © his Felow-7Traveller into-thole parts: 


by which Account we are given to un- 
derſtand, that as Epheſus, Sarde, and 
Laodicea, are totally deſtroyed at this 
time, and Perg mus almoſt reduced to 
the like condition : fo the other Three, 
viz,” Smyrna, Thyatira, and Philadel. 
pbia, tho involved in the lame Dar k- 
neſs and Superſtition wu the reſt of 
the Grecian Churches, are yet notwith- 
ſtanding preſerved in ſome tolerable | 
condition, as Monuments of God's ſpa- 
rin Mercy. — 5 8 
And truly, when we conſider how 
exalily both. the Promiſes and Threat- 
nings, made to, or againſt thoſe Chur: 
ches, ſeem to quadrate with their pre- 
ſent ſtate, it ſeems not a little confirms 
ing to our Faith, on LF" LE 
If it were not for fear of felling this | * 
Paper, by too long a digreſſion, I would | © 
be at ſome pains to ſhew, how remark# 
bly the Propheſie is literally fulfilled in 
the Event: but this will be but a plea- 
fant diverſion; to compare the Second 
and Third Chapters of the Revelation, | 
Vith tie Second Chapter of the fore. eitel na 
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as | Book : andtherefore 1 leave this hint to 
be further purſued by private Medita - 
tion. Only, I fay farther, that hereby 
I have received more pleaſure and fatif- 
faction, than in all the fine-ſpyg Ale- 


gorical Gloſſes of ſome learned Men, who 
interpret this myſtieally to repreſent 
the various States of Religion, in the 
ſeveral Ages of the Chriſtian Church, to 
the end of the Word. 


But 2. I fay further, in Anſwer to 
this Objection : That the Caſe. of the 
Affat iet, and other Primitive Churches, 
that either are, or ſeem to be totally 
caſt off, is vaſtly different from the State 
ir. | of the Reformed Churches, fince the Res 
formation, in this reſpect; that whereas 
they fell in with the increaſe of Anti 
| chriſtian Defectious, we are now under 
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. Jude ments hich 00 ae 2 aint | 
"= as worſhipped tlic 23 bis 
Image, ſuch as 125 Saracens and Turks. 
But on the contraty; the: flouriſhing of þ 
the Reformed Churches, 16 in a time, 
when The Papal Power is ſenſibly decli- 
ned, and the 7; "urkiſh Empire ling: al 
ly. Nea 80 that the aſtances 
brought from the deſection and deſer- 
tion of the Primitive Churches, are not 
parallel to our Oaſe, neit her quadrate 
With our State, in theſe and our Neigh- 
bouring Nations, ſo as to give us any 
Jak grounds of fear, as to God's Ras 
of the Reformed, Churches. . 


09 . Bur we are mot . In- 
1 +: the. ſame "ſort , fince the begun 
. weakning of the. Papal Intereſt and Power ; 
, i the removal of the Goſpel from ſeve- 
ral Cities 15 Italy, and the Spaniſh Ne- 
_therlands ; "but ecially in the "On- 
bg 4 12 C burch 1 Bo- 


"> 


7 1 1 * B 
eV. "©. 4 wn $41 {NP 


; * Tho it hach pleaſed Bap 10 
3 * ö deal thus ſeverely with Churches, ſome- 5 
< 4 N 6 ded _ vey. > ropes? thar we 
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ſt oy Te and tremble at ith wee Bi. 40 
is ſpedſations; yet the Inſtances addu ccd 
do Hot prove the thing intended: For 1 
Es to the fecalling the Goſpel from ſome -_ 
few. places in Naly, and the Spaniſt = 
etherlands; the Caſe does not quadrate 
almoſt in any thing with ours : For | 
they had rather the Goſpel offered unto 
them, than ſerled. among them; all ts : 


ot [Commiſſion bein ing 0 (as it were) to call ..v 
te ja few of God's Secret Ones out from 1 


h- among them; which end being effected, 1 
1 the Goſpel: bad done its work, and {>  .* 
ig [was recalled. + So that thoſe places =— 
% There the Golpel did ſhine for a little 

| while, (as at Lucca, &c. in Italy, and 

#- fat | Antwerp,” &c. in the Netherlands ) 

n [were never brought to any ſuch fixed | 
7 ; land continued Church-ſtate, as to bear 
e- ſa true analogy to the State of Churches 
ſe- ſſetled in a Sdeceſſion of Church-Officers 
u- and Church- Members, wherein the Go- 
o- [{pel has been handed down from Gene- 
ration to Generation, and ſo become in- 
terwoven with their other Properties 
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1 cone, N he mance of theſaſte 
ſ = Church of Bobemia is more cogent, andi 
of more aweful feſlection to her Siſterſon 
Churches. And yet I ſee no juſt ground iat 
hence, of ſearing the likey- as to God | 
Churches in theſe Nations, ſince Gods *- 
has done ſo much for us already, and ” 
placed us in ſuch Cireumſtances as We. 
ge now under, in calling us to ſtandpm 
up in defence of the Truth, againſt ſuch]. 7 
wicked Antichriſtian Enemies, as we arg 
now conflicting with. © For howeverſ | # 
aweful God's: Providence may ſeem tq + 
be, in Unchurching that famous Branciſery 
of the Slavonick Churches, yet it is ray | 
ther to be eſteemed. an Inſtance of God ili 
8 overezgnty, than any leading Preſage theati 
other Churches: for particular Inſtancchge 
of this kind are not concluſive with repe 
ſpect to others. All therefore that came 
be inferted hence is, that God may, inkati 
his Sovereighty (if ſo it pleaſe him Pro 
deal thus with other Churches; which 
none make any queſtion of: but tha a) 
God hereby ſeems to ſorewarn otheſ f 
Churches of the like Judgment awaitingesc 
them, is what we have ng rationapf 
F 1 3 
ground to fear, that I ſeg. 80 thathn. 
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: iter ral Tit The PropoſitioaT Thee. , 
miſlad dewn, is rational, and founded up- 
ie on as fure . a 2 thing of this 
80 ature will admit of. 
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3 - Dilenms. flows wot hence.; 5 
That God's Threatuings are Abſolute 
and Decretory, ſo: as to be Rel 
n * faule, 


$ ng #525. 


5 Pripoſitich is not'a little con 
|. firmed, from the illuſtration of 
te preceding: for fince Judicial Indu- 
ation, and hardneſs of Heart uſually 
Poes before God's total rejecting a Peo- 
le r if it be proved, that God does not 
hreaten us with total rejection, we may 
tionally conclude, that there is no 
round to think that we are under a- 
os ſtroke of Judicial Induration this 
' ay Y. i 18 + 
But fince the 3 of this Propo- 
Sition alſo, may ſtrengthen. our belief 
df the former, (ſeeing where this Evi- 


lle 

5 le : of total 3 is abſent, we 
fte 

| 6 FO 


"0 Kt wy arid, what: e i is no fac, # 
thing deſigned againſt vs) 1 ſhall there“ 
4 fore conſider what may. be eonfirming by 
= this way. {ſel 
= Now this will aj ap ppear more than pro 
3 bable; if we conſider the many piou | 1 
2 and praying Souls, 'who yet remain thi: 
= - Day, and Who ceaſe not to importu q 
= God for Mercy to a finful People. I? 
= in the Caſe | Sodom, and Fe, Siſte 2 
Xx Churches, God-would have ſpared ther 
4 ( notwithſtanding their monſtrous Sin 5 
Y and Abominations) If hut ten Zighteod 3 M 
"Genab.ga perſons had been found therein. The 6 
ſurely we have reaſon to hope, 'th * 
the Judgments threatned againſt us 2 5 
not abſolute and decretory, ſinoe v 2 
mie reaſon t to hope, That there are 4 15 
=” =» leaſt Ten thouſand godly and truly. rel '& 10 
. Lious Perſons,” yet left among us in the 
5 king. 19. Nations. | For if in the' days of Elija Jo 
6 1 1418. When there was ſhch an univerſal Aeli © 
1 of Mael to Idolatry, that the Proph| © 
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| Cup as 4 he was the alone Sdrviver ( 
2 3 . the true Prophets, God had yet reſe fe 
= ved to himſelf, Seven thouſatd that b. / 


not ſwerved from God's Inſtitutions : * 
"yy = 28 on was "Tha WF tory bs. 
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e m nay. 1 er Tat e are =_ 
at ſeaſt double that number ſtill among us. 

Who have been careful to keep them- bo 
Alves free from the DefeCtions and reign- "= 


po he Evils 15 8 thels. one wherein: We = 
Ive. 5 1 
* And to 1 me ao. it is. "yy cboxicful G ign = 
gi this . conſider the Piety of many 
Gif, young erſons growing up, who'may i 
the! be 5 2 to hand down Religion = 
wo uture Generation. I could indeed 


with for more of this, as being ſorry to 
Jſee ſo many on the other hand as it Ml 
t th were wholly given up to wickedneſs : ._- 
but yet, as Iremember of no Generation ; 
1 fo reformed, but ſtill the old Say ing 
+ | might take place” therein, Ol aI\cloves N 
e „ 19.101, That the wor? are mois numerous : * 9 
the 01 would got wholly deſpiſe the Day of 9 
ſmall things but rather hope yet, That 
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i as the new Wine i faund i in the Cluſter, 
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and one ſaith deſtroy it not, for u Bleſſi Ying 
v in it; ſo the Lord will Be 2 to 

J for bis S ervants ſake,. that 25 1 not * 
4 them « ax "ag: 


* 
* %s 


1 « 
* _ 
. 2 
->x . 


b n . 
5-4 K. 48 5 IX 

Our preſent Dilemma lands in this : Whe er 
tber God's Thredtnings of: ſevere Fudg iz 
ments againf# us, for ſome  definiteh,; 

Time, be. abſolute. at to the Things, 
_threatned, tho admitting of nitigationkyy 
aud alleviation, or 'whether it be vbolhſbe 
conditional.  ' *. Js. 

| .-.-. 


Fas in the former PropoſitionsÞ 


. 


ſhewed wherein our preſentDilem- 4 | 
ma does nat ſtand, I have adventured toſen 
ſhew its true Riſe and Original in this: 
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Pods Threatnings againfi us are ſo abſo- 

e and decretory, as to be followed with 

 Bedicial Induration upon us. 

„ But after- all this, the Dificalty that 
Vbe- mains, runs between theſe Io Things, 
udg. Z. Threatnings that are indeed in the 
nitthain,* Abſolute and Decretory, tho' yer 
mg:hamitting of Alleviations as to the Cir- 
tonkumſtances of the things threatned, upon 
bolythe ſuppoſition of Repentance, and Threat- 


Pe only to admit of alle viations and miti- 
e e 
em- Id and averte 


d topetance and Reformation. 
his: 
Joes 


| his being a Secret reſerved in the Breaſt 


liſcovered Myſteries, which he hath re- 


t were over-bold and curious for us'to 


ould © incline me to think, God's 
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tngs- that are - wholly Conditional, ſo as 


„upon the ſuppoſition of Re- 
Here ſtands the Tuot of the Quęſtion; 
rich for my part, I dare not adyen- 

re any poſitive reſolution of. And 
ndeed; who is there that can do it? 
f-the moſt high, and one of thoſe an-. 
erved to himſelf, and which therefore 
earch after raſhly. And tho my hopes 


Threatnipgs againſt us to be altogether 


hand, 
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the 2 01 Gone” edel one k 
Ezekiel , in this his Twenty firſt] V 
7 Sony would tend to. inereale myl 
fears : yet none of theſe being conclu- 7 
ſive, I dare make no poſitive Judgment 
of our Caſe and Circumſtances thi 
way z but muſt leave it to be a Dilem ba 
ma, the parts whereof hang as the twc 
Scales of a Ballance in ſuch an Eguili 
brio; that it is not eaſie to judge, which lit 
of them does ſo much as ſeern to pre 
ponderate. However, this may poſſt 
bly receive ſome light from what re Re 
mains yet to be diſcourſed of: And 2 
therefore proceed to the a: * — 


"The Second Head. is: What are th ref 


Grounds "of « a rational Enquiry, into what EMC 
i like to be, or from what Topicks may ui 
adventure to, confider our "preſent State“ 
and the "IPs of * * as IM 
this time. 1 50 

Out 
1 . to tick; (kt Endeavour the 
impartially to conſider, Both what ſeemg®”* 
P romiſing and Threatning in our Caſe vid 
And in my Enquiry. into this, waving 
* Indications , Bn. would | 
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ned lead Mi too far "Out of way, and | 

irſt] Which T therefore leave to a Diſcourſe by 


myl 7? 770 I ſhall confine my ſelf to theſe 1 
clu Two Topicks of Argument, viz. „ 
ende = 
thid I. What God's way in his Providence 9 
em bath been to us. And, , * 
LW Te ak 

A 2. What our way bath been towards © 

lich him. | 

Pre u 1 

o And 1. It is worthy our moſt ſerious 

re] Feſlection, to conſider, What God's way 

And Path been, and is with us, in the Diſpen- 

4 [ations of his Providence. Which that 
© [we may conſider impartially, we ſhall 

hel reflect, both on what is promiſing and 

»þ 4 ercouraging, and what is territory and 

v 4 threatning aſpect. _ 
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And, (1.) We muſt acknowledge it 
to God's praiſe, that we are not with- 
out ſome encouraging Symptoms, from 
the Diſplays of GO D's Mercy in the 
emlover- ruling Diſpenſations of his Pro- 
Aſelvidence. n 7 
710g] 4 
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not obſerve, 


the many Plots and Conſpiracies ot Ene- 
mies. He hath taken the Politict and 
Wiſe in their own Craſtineſs, and turrt- 
ed their Counſels head long, ſo that their to 
Hands have not been able to perform 47 
+ their Enterprize. Our Enemies have 
been taken in the Gizs and Snares they} | 
laid for others; and in the Pits which]; 
they digg'd for us, they themſelves 
have fallen. Of which we have many, 
and thoſe freſh and recent Inſtances. 


Enemies Wiſdom into Fooliſhneſs, ſo 
| hath he often converted their Strengt! 
into Weakneſs, by breaking their Force: 

both by Sea and Land. The total Re 
duction and ConqueF# of Ireland, the Sti 
ling the Tumults and Inſurrectious 

Scotland, and the late Sea · Victory, 
1o many Evidences of the Divine Fa 

vour and Goodneſs yet towards us, 2 
ought to draw out our Hearts in grate 
ful Acknow ledgments and encouragd} 
us to hope {till in our God for furthe 
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For what are all theſe gracious Pro- 
vidences, but ſo many Opportunities put 
into our hands, in order to our further 
d Eſtabliſhment and Settlement for the 
7 future : which ſeems ndt unreaſonably 
ry to ſuggeſt to us, That the Lord's Thoughts 
are yet Thoughts of Peace towards us. 


But, (2, ) Whatever upon the fore- * 
ch mentioned Accounts ſeems promiſing, 9 
eswe cannot be fo partial as not to reflect 2 
j alſo on ſome Things in God's preſent 
Providences, that look with a quite dif- 
uy ferent aſpect. | "I" 
{0 And, in the firſt place, is it not WM 
frighrful to conſider, for how long a "2 
time God hath ſeem'd to deſert our Pub. . 
lick Councels and Conduct? Have we 
not been ſuffered hitherto, to grope for 
| our way, as it were, in the dark, and 
Jas if we were blind and had no Eyes to 
ſee it; yea, and to miſs it too? whilſt 
aſ yet in itſelf it is ſo very eaſie and plain, 
ateſ that it is a wonder we ſhould wander ſo 
agJlong out of it. For what is more plain, 9 
het than that our Security ſtands, in encou- % x... 
| raging and truſting the beſt and mot, 
Foll faithful Perſons ; even ſuch, who both 
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from a Sener of Duty and Intereſt itfelf, 
muſt needs be careful and induſtrious to | 
promote the Security and Settlement of | ab 
Thoſe, with whom they themſelves are in- by 
ſeperably lin do as to ſtand or fall-with | tei 
—_— them: whereas the acting other wiſe, as it is] wi 
daipqleaſing to God, fo may indeed look | ala 
= like an Iafatuation from God, eſpecially | the 
if long perſever d in. | pti 
And may it not alſo be obſerved to | bu! 
this purpoſe, how unaccountably remiſs | bes 
we are, in improving the Occaſions that | ng] 
Providence puts into our hand for our | no 
own Eſtabliſhment. The Men who] om 
ſeek our Ruine, and have over and|tha 
3 cover attempted it, tho delivered oft 
= than once into our hands, are by an an- the 
= paralel[dClemency (which I pray God, [mui 
may not prove fatal to us) let go, to Wo 
attempt again the perpetration of for- emi 
er Crimes: which; as it looks like 2 
ſighting f Providence, and a ſecure 


4 truſting to our ſelves ;.. ſo is no ſmall Zh. 
= Diſcouragement to all good Subjects, [it . 
aländ more eſpecially to thoſe whoſe, Works ſare 
=. and Ofice eſpecially calls them to be ff. comę 
. . unt and ſerviceable to the Government | © 
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And ſurely it is matter of ſad refle- 


tion to conſider this Day, tw remark- 


ably the, Spirit of God i withdrawn from 


hs Ordinances, notwithſtanding our ex- 
ternal Liberty. I confeſs. we are not 
without ſome Iuſtances this way: But 
alas! theſe are ſo few and rare, that 
they make but an inconſiderable Exce- 
ption from this ſad Truth; which is 
but too well known, tho' not enough 
bewail d by ſerious Chriſtians. - . 
I muſt needs alſo add, as matter of 
no ſmall concernment, that it looks 


| ominous to the Fabrick of our Zion, 


that God hath. of late hewed down {q 
many of our eminent Pillars, who by 
their Prayers and Endeavours were ſo 
much aſſiſting to the carrying on of the 
Work of the Goſpel. Alas! how many 
eminent Miniſters, and uſeful Chriſtians, 
have of late been called off the Stage, 
whilſt few rife up to fill their rooms. 
Thus the * righteous periſh , and none lay 


it to beart, neither" conſider « that they 
re taken amd) from the evil that ij to 
T oon 
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l but, 5 ah are + both — and 
- bad Sy 5 45 toms in our Caſe, from the 
k Conkideration of God's way towards 
us; fo let us reflect allo impartially, 
„on what of theſe i is to be found in our 
2 towards God. | 


1 En As I would improve 
=_— - * MA of Hope that T find encou- 
= raging this way; ſo I can't but with 
. Pleaſure reflect upon theſe Things 4328 
8 22. viz. 
+? © How. readily in the firſt place our 
4 Repreſentatives in Parliament did concur 
_— with Their Majeſties, in granting a free 
3 Liberty to Conſcientious Diſſenters from 
the preſent Conſtitution of the Church of 
England, to ſerve God in that' way 
„ Which they reckon moſt Pure and E- 
vangelical. For furely the Undoing and 
Repealing of heavy Penal Laws, on the 
—= py Account , was a very 
= — — fuitable. Return to tip great Mercies 
= received in the wonderful Deliverance 
which God had wrought for us all i in 
9 a little before. FM 
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© | And next, i encourip! 1 
id conſider, how far Their Majelties have N | | 
ne | already concerned themſelves ih the Re- = 
ds format ion Of their People 7 by emitting 
, their Declarations, for the Piſcauntenan-— 
wr | 74G. and 7 uniſbing Vice and Immorality = 
* Lin Perſons of all Ranks, This is, I cou. 8 
feſs, a hopeful ſign of good to us: and 
ve | we may ay of it, Bleſſed be the Lord 
U God, that bath put ſuch a thing a this in 
th the Heart of the King and Queen: only 
good Men could wiſh} that care were 
taken to act accordingly, by ſuck whoſe 
Office it is, to ſee the Laws in ſuch 
Caſes more univerſally, and more im- 
partially executed , for the encourage- 
ment of them that do well, and the = 
terrour of them that do ill; That ſo fal. 3, "al 
judgment might be no more turned back- ver. ia 
ward, nor juſtice ſtand afar off : For we 
have yet too much reaſon to complain, & 1 
That truth is fallen in the ſtreets, nc 
that equity doth not enter; yea, that he = 
that departeth from iniquity, mateth him- xz 
ſelf a prey. But yet, tho our Caſe 9 j 


e were fuch, That there were no man, gor ver. 160 
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any Interceſſour, God may notwithſtanding | 4 3 
work, ſor hu Names ſake, and his am in 
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Ber 18. bo. 8 1 2 24 3 2 2 bn 25. 
mean time be wilt led repay bis 
adverfaries according to their deeds ; 
that ſo men may learn to fear the Lord 
9 Weft to Eaft. Fur when the ene- 
my ſhall come in like a flood, the Spi- 
mi of the Lord fhal lift up*a ſtandard 
0. again him. Aſter which we may hope, 
_— that the Redeemer ſhall come to Zion, 
and unto them that turn from Miquities in 
Jacob. And then ſhall God's Covenaũt be 
7e eftabbiſhed with us, as not to depart 
_ out of our _ vor out of the mouth of 
= our Seed, of the mouth of our 

Seeds Seed, "$7 henceforth and for 
| = , The P "Ix MONEY * Obſerving a Na- 
2 tional Monthly raft. in order to 1 
the Divine Preſence with, and Aſſiſtance 
to our Armies and Fleets, may juſtly be 
reckoned - alſo as a promiſing ſign of 
to us: for may we not hope, 
God intends further to bleſs us, when 
he ſtirs up: our Rulers, and the Nation 
in general thus far to own him, in im- 
loririg-his Favour, both as to further 
rotettzon, Conduſt and Succeſs : ſince 
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| onour hn ues Re bin. "—= 
is [ſhall find him. 1 
And may 1 not add to all this, 41 2 
further promiſing Sign, the happy Union 
and Agreement entred into by many ſe- 
rious Minifters and Chri/tiavs of diffe- 
rent Perſivaſions 1 in and about London 
For if Diuiſſon be a Preſage of Ruine to 
a Family, Ehurch , or Nation, may we 
not hope that Union is a Sign of Security 
and — Only it were to be -wiſh'd, 
that this happy Deſign "of Dnion were 
more univerſally carried on among all 
God Men of all Denominations and 
Perſwaſions: But alas? we may ſooner 
wiſh for this, than hope to ſee it, in this 
er degenerate Age. 
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But, -(2:). Whatever Encouragement 
the fore-mentioned Particulars afford us, 
I am led on the other hand, 1 2 
mine eye aon things more unpleaſant 
and EY” which I am afraid may 
ſeem too juſtly to preponderate the 1 
mer un erations. ; 
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And lere, | no Politi- 
cian, and not pretending to underſtand 
the Reaſons which ſway Sovereign Prin- 
ces and States in their more ous 
Aftings, 1 ſhall therefore pals by. fuch 
things here, as moſt Men axe too prone 
raſhly to judge of, and ſhall only re- 
fle& upon thoſe Things that I am ſure 
are very ſad and dreadful Symptoms of 

our preſent ſtate. - i 
And in the firſt place, how dreadful 
a thing is A4therſm af this time, in the 
great advances and progreſs thereof, 
even in the midſt of the Light of the 
Goſpel. How duiverſally - hath this 
Contagion ſpregd © itſelf . amongſt all | 
Ranks and Degrees. of Men? And q.1; 
eſpecially. amongſt thoſe who pretend | h 
to an higher and more refined Wit] 
than others. So that thoſe who could 
not ſwallow Popery, but ſaw thorough 
its Impoſtures,. have yer ſuffered them- 
ſelves to run headlong into this greateſt | tha 
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= of Zofatations. But if Reaſon recoil in 
the Breaſts of ſome, at the thoughts of 
_  ÞAtheiſmin its naked Dreſs ;. yet with a 
little refining Men. can bring their 


thoughts to admit of it, under the No- 
7, MM £ tion] 
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n odd f, 
tion of Spinoſſn, or Beim, tothe re. 
nouncing the Pr ineiples of Chri/tianzty, 
and all revealed Religion. This indeed 
5 Jis like to be the Condemnation of the 
World, that notwithſtanding the glo- 
rious Light of the Goſpel, which now 
” | ſhines ſo clearly, Men do yet love 
© [Darkneſs rather than Light, becauſe 
f their Deeds are evil. | 
And what ſhall I ſay of the prodigi- 
ous increaſe of ' Profanity , Immorality, 
and Debauchery. with which theſe Na- 
tions do every-where ſo much abound, 
that even Popery, yea Mahomitaniſm 
and Paganiſm. itſelf can ſcarce out-do us. 
And do not imagine tliat we have been 
delivered to do all theſe Abominations, 
which we ſee daily committed amongſt 
us; which are ſuch, as we may'trace 
them even to the Church and Al. 
tar. AY 
d how fad a thing 1s 3 _ 
chat enmity to, and contempt of all ſeri- 
nf ous Piety and Religion, which ſo univer- 
1 | ally obtains in the Spirits of Multirudes 
2 | this day, and which only. wants an op- 
portunity to put itſelf forth in Deeds 
uitable to its own nature. How: * 
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dls T7” many” Men own their Ko late 
tempt of all things facred, and theitſ us. 
hatred againſt all ſerious: Perſous, and|ſpre: 
every thing that looks like the true] Svc! 
Practice of Genuine Religion, And ſure. I bath 
Iy, were the generality of England righe-[too | 

ly touch'd wal à true ſence of God's ſa-[mian 
Ft Inſtitutions, they could: not longerſturn 
endure that horrid Profanation of thejof n 
Holy Sacrament of the Lord's Supper bein 
whereby it is proſtituted to carnal, ſe. wert 
cular, and ſelfiſh Ends : which is a Sinſthat 
that continues to cry loudly for Venge-|Coal 
auer upon the Land. -— = Jzeak 

But the gere of an Goſpel is|they 
Not only the Sin of thoſe," who openlyſroor 
avow their enmity againſt it: but mayſonly 
juſtly be laid to the Door alſo of ſach,jof b. 
who ſeem otherwiſe in their Carr iageſthin 
and Deport, to ew# and profeſs the ſamee. ad. 
The heavenly Manna rain d down in ſuchſduce 
plenty, round about us, is now loath d A 
and nauſcated by us: ſo that our Table iu¹νj: 
like to become our Snare , and our Bleſ- Hb 
fings like to tend to our hurt: feet: 
And to all theſe things, I cannot but gion 
add, how fad an aſpect it bears, that ſcont 
el. or n n hae” af narr 
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„ 
n-| late had fo formidable "Growth among 
irjus. For as groſs Arminianiſm bath over 1 
id] ſpread a great part of the Nation; ſo 

ue Soc inianiſin hath not loſt ground 5 but 15 5 1 4 
e. hath infinuated itſelf into the Minds of | 
ht. too many. And of late, wild Ant iuo- 
ſa.mianiſin hath been rampant, to the over- 
erſturning the Faith, and even Judgment 
hejof mauy, which hath been fo far from 
er being diſcountenanc'd by ſome, who b 
ſe. were moſt of all concerned to do it, "MM 
injthat it hath had 200 many to blow the = 
e-[Coals thereof, to the reproaching the = 
' [zealous Defenders of the Truth, as if = 
isſthey intended to ſet up he Law in the 
Iyſroom of the Goſpe/ ; when they were , 
zyfonly careful to aſſert the being and uſe = 
of both in their own places. All which - = 
geſthings may eaſily diſcover to us, how "I 
e. ad 4 Root it muſt needs be, that pro- 4 
chduces ſuch bitter fruits. 5 1 
da And what is this elſe, but a poor blind 
uud narrow Spirit, or littleneſs or dwar- 
el. Mſbneſs of Soul, by which all thoſe are 
-: certainly ated, who include all Rel. 
ut ion within their own Iucloſures, and * 
at ſconſine the * Catholick Church to the 
af narrow Limits of Communion”, Which = 
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blemiſh of che Gburch 0 up 
And to wild and erroneous Principles, 

we may well add wild and irregular 

Practices. We have Church Levellers, Co 
as well as State-Levellers, who turn thef lar 
Miniſtry into great Contempt, by ſetting] 4 
up weak, ignorant, and illiterate Men, ge 
ta be Teachers of others, who themſelves fin 
ftand in need to Bt taught the firſt. Princi- I cot 
ples of the Oracles of God. If ſuch Per- aft 
ſons were turned back to their proper bo 
Mechanical Employments, and ordered toſof 
learn and give an account of their Cate · ad 
chiſms , it were much better, both for iti 
8 the Church in general, and themſelves|# 1 
1 in particular. But how fad is our ſtate Sn 
= | ard condition, if every proud and iguo-I 
rant Eubuſſaſt, ſet up for a Preacher, Ne 
| and be magnified by a giddy, unſetled 
Grew poor deluded Creatures, to be 
e | the * 8 — can ſpeak 
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A Theſe, dots, are Site of the 4d 
Fill Symptoms of our preſent ſtate and con- 
ndl dition: which I might run out longer 
upon, but that I am glad to get off ſo 
— and Jad FOO: 
les, 
dar To all n 4 roighs fabjoyn ſome 
rs, Conſiderations of another king, particu- 
the larly that of the late, aeg Earth« 
ing l guate: But finding this Province mana · 
wn; ged by others already, I purpoſely con 
2e;| fined my ſelf to the Topicks I have been 
1c;.| confideyng” in this place. And no- 
per- after all, 1 leave what I have ſaid on 
per both ſides to the impartial Reflections 
d tolof all ſerious and thinking Men; not 
ate. ladventuring my ſelf to determine poſi - 1 
korltively on either hand, but leaving it as 
lvesla Dilemma yet in terminis: What if the 
date Sword contemn even the Rod? Howeve 
uo · l paſs on to the Third and Lift Cha of 


he 7, . , 3 
ted) 
d be 
peak 
ſence 


"The Third He's: 2. 2 "the FY 
- mate i, that we are to make from 
' Grounds, of our preſent State; aud what 
Prognoſtication may we thence bu h in- 
M as to our ad e dition. 


In Anſwer to this ; Since I 5 re 


ſolved. 2 to be * and dog 
matical, as 10. 2 ents of this 
nature: 1. mn; 8 re only 7 f 


1 follom Thin * Kom Wet has 
been . „as including in 
them bat an Impartill Conſideration 
ol the Previſes,. will, 1:chink, ſuggeſt] v 
_to-evety-ſcriqusand thinking, Cliritian,| „ 
"That Will be ar the Pains to examine p 
"and apply the ſame. „ Ak 


"That: . has * "IP tholl 1, 
| 2 good things to be falta 7, 

„ lets us ſee, tha 70 
N en fall Nn. ue 

a were to EA what _ 
_ : "aid but juſt now, under the prece Wh 
_ * | ; Enquiry. ; where, tho we did rec tall 
Kon yp bon vine was Bod bad! i not 
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our caſe ; yet the bad Symptoms are evi- 
. dently ſuch, as may demonſtrate the 
ee Inference to be very native and conclu- 
vat] five. So that ſurely we have reaſon - 
in| to be watchful, and ſtrengthen the things 
lat remain, and that are ready to die : 


for our Works are not found perfect before 
God. 'F 


2 [nf. That our preſent Caſe argues, 
that we are under ſome. begun Degrees of 


being forſaken of God. 


This alſo appears plainly from what 
was ſaid under the preceding Enquiry ; 
which therefore it were needleſs to re- 
peat here. Te go 


25 3 Inf. That our preſent State is ſuch, 
tho] hat nothing can ſave us, but One of theſe 
Ma. Two 7. bings, viz;Either a Miracle of Sove- 
that] reign Mercy, or a more than ordinary 
2. | meaſure of Repentance and Reformation. 


* 


This is as a native Concluſion from 
What has been ſaid already, ſo alſo cer- 
of tain and undoubted in itſelf: for I can- 

not imagine, where we can find a Third 


"Th Rod, 'or - * i 


| way of Salvation beſides theſe. But tho 
this Inference be in the general undenia- | , 
ble; yet it is a matter ſo weighty, that | | 
1 ſhall dwell on it a little, in order to , 
draw on towards a Concluſfion of this] 1 
Dileourſe. And in doing this, I ſhall] « 
diſtinctiy conſider theſe Tuo Things, 
2 only we can — Salva- Pn 


tion. 92 IS. l = Py ti 


Ae f by Way of Saftitits, 1s by 
the Sovereign joe Extraordinary As- 
pearance of God further for us. Concern 

ing which we may juſtly 2 Whel an 


ther we have any rational 5 pe. 
| _ Grounds to expect to be thu fa | we 
_.. - res 


To this I A»ſwer, That as it muſt wa 
1 in a way of Sovereign Mercy, that uu 
1 -  _ _ can be ſaved at all, if ever we be ſaved 73, 
- taking the word in its ordina acceptiq 2 
tion: ſo, Whether God will fave us i g= 
a wholly extraordinary way, taking th Goa 
Word in a /trift and peculiar : ſence, { Gro 
contradiſtin& from the more uſual MJ us : 
thod of Salvation, is a thing that is nd 1 
_ Poſſible for any Man certainly to dete ack 
Ane, without eu! Revelation. 
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he Rad, er the Sword; 
Vet, ſinde the Queſtion is not, If there 
| be any Certaimy this way ; but only, 1 
t there be any probable Grounds to expe 
Salvation aud Deliverance this way : 1 
sS | ſhall adventure to anſwer it more parti- 
ll} cularly. 5 
5,| And truly my Anſwer in this reſpect, 
a-} muſt be Negative, ſince I can ſee no ta- 
tional ground of expecting any ſuch 
thing; tho' I am ſure I ſhall heartily 
rejoyce; if any Man can let me ſee any 
ſuch ground, or grounds of hope. But, 
if our Caſe be ſuch, as we may hope, in 
an ordinary way, to be ſaved, if we re- 
q pert and thoroughly return to God, as 
we have before demonſtrated, I ſee 16 
reaſon we have to expect Miracles this 
way. | 
1 know it may be Objefed to this, 
That we have been hitherto ſaved by a 
a continued Series of Wonders, and by 
nal and extraordinary Appearances of 
God for us : which may ſeem as a probable 
Ground, at leaft, of God's appearing for 
us thus ſtill, 2 1 
But I Auſwer, That tho I gratefully 
acknowledge to God's Praiſe, his re- 
markable Appearances for us hitherto: 
1 r wo Net "FP 4 . 
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or the” N ' 
yet this to me, is ſo far from being an 


5 


Argument for our expecting the ſame, 


or the like ſtill, that it makes me rather 
fear the contrary: For what was God's 
End in all theſe things, but to lead us 
in to himſelf, by a ſerious turning from 
Sin to Righteouſneſs. But if all theſe 
have been ſo far from reaching that End, 
that we have rather grown worſe under 
them, can we expect that God ſhould 
deliver ſuch a baſe and ingrateful People 
Rill > When therefore I conſider how 
dreadful our Backſlidings and Apoſtaſie 
has been, and how we have forſaken our 
Rock and Strength, and made, Lies our 
Refuge; what can I think elſe, but thar 
God ſeems to be letting us alone, and ſuf- 


 fering us to walk in our own ways, in 


order to convince us and the World, 
how inſufficient all Creature aſſiſtances 
are without him; that thus, if poſſible, 
we may be led back again to himſelf, in 
the way of Reformation and Repentance. 


This is my Sentiment of this matter; 


which yet I propoſe without any poſi- 
tivoneſs: For who dare limit the Holy 
One of Iſrael, in his way and method o 
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working, ſince he often chooſes to appear 
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in ways quite croſs to our thoughts, 
that he may ſhew us, har his thoughts 
are not as our thoughts, nor his ways as 
our ways. However, this I think I may 
ſafely ſay, that tho God may thus work 
for his Name's ſake ; yet we have no- 
rational ground to expect ths. And 
therefore I proceed to the other way. 


Now the (2.) way of Salvation, by 
which we ſeem to have moſt reaſon to 
expe&t a Turn of Aſſairs, is, 2 ſome. 
more than ordinary meaſure of Repentance 
and Reformation. 2 
Concerning this weighty and mo- 
mentous Point, there are theſe Three 
Queſtions that may natively ariſe in our 
Minds, and are worth our moſt ſerious 
Conſiderations, viz. Why an extraor- 
dinary meaſure of Repentance and Refor- 
mation is at this time ſo neceſſary 2 Whes 
ther ſuch a meaſure of theſe may be now 
rationally oof gras. expected And 
what we muſt do in order to attain theſe, * 
in order to the averting impending Fudg- 
ments 5 
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ſare of Repentance and Reformation is at 


this time ſo neceſſary, in order to our far- 
ther and more compleat Deliverance ? 


- Anſw. That ſuch a meaſure of theſe 


is neceſſary, ſeems to me to be beyond 


debate, fince our Remedy muſt bear pro- 
portion to our Diſeaſe. And ſurely our 
Circumſtances appear to be ſuch, from 
what has been ſaid, that we may eaſily 
conclude this to be neceſſary : For 
without ſuch a ſerious and ſpeedy turn- 
ing to God, our Caſe is the next ſtep 
to be deſperate, and we in hazard to be 


yet farther forſaken of our God. And 


I pray God, that upon our continuing 
to neglect our Duty as to this, that we 
fall not under that fad and irrevocable 


Sentence, which the Jews of old were 


under, That tho Fob, Noah, and Da- 
iel were to intercede for us, their Prayers 


again without effect. | 
And do not God's Providences this 
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1 Queſt. Why an extraordinary mea- 


/ould return into their own Boſoms] 
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nne Sword, WY 
ions in Righteouſneſs againſt ſome of 7 
our Nezghbour Ghurches 2 What elle is 
the Defigrand Scope of all thoſe various 
. | Providences we out - ſelves meet with 2 

And for what End elſe, does God ſuffer - 

our Enemies to prevail and increaſe fo, 
- | much as they do to this Day : Surely 
4 | this, if any, is the uſe we ought to make 
„ of all theſe Things. Mn 


n | 2» Queſt. Whether a more thay -ordi- 
y | nary meaſure of Repentance and Refor- 
Jr | mation, may be now- rationally or proba- 


n- bly expected 2 1 Lt 


de] 4%. I ſhould be bold and preſum- 
ad | ptuous, if I ſhould be poſitive here, 
ng | Yet upon the other hand, I cannot but 
ye | in faithfulneſs ſpeak w hat appears to me 
moſt probable; leaviog it to ſerious 
and ſober Perſons to judge as they ſee 
reaſon. | 5 

I fay then, that tho I know it is an 
eaſie thing with God to produce ſuch 
a deſirable frame on the Spirits of the 
this] Generality of Men of all forts, in order 
elſel to the -averting of impenJing Judg- 
wſa-| ments: yet the Sins and Impieties -of 
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_ heighth, ſo as we may ſay with reaſon 
= cnough,Omnezn prœcipiti vitium fhetit ; 
= that Wickedneſs is gone ſo far, that it} 


the preſent Generation ate ſuch , as 
make me not à little aftaid, that we 
are not like to ſee ſuch an univerſal 
change as yet; tho, I queſtion not, 
many may be enabled to do this for their 
own particular advantage. 
And truly, I think, I am not with- 
out ground for this my fear, when [ 
conſider , that al Attempts this way, 
have hitherto been in vain, and to little 
or no purpoſe, And is not al Advice |iea) 
this way, ſtill moctr at by the penera- ſee 
lity ; ſo as the very »aming it is ridi- tha 


cul'd as Canting. and the Tbixg itſelf; as if 1 


Fanaticiſm and Exthufiaſm. And where |oth 
are there any to be found, that are ated i 
with any Publick Spirit this Way, in 
order to carry on ſo good and neceſſary 
a Work, even among thoſe whoſe Office 
it is to ſtir up others to ſuch Duties; 
the moſt, if not afl, deſpairing of effe- 
Quating ſuch an hard and ſeemingly im- 
politble performance. © 


Beſides all this, is not Wickedneſs 
now come, as it were, to its @xpn and 
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an go no farther , excepr that it is 
eady to throw us headlong over the AY 


al [Precipice of Ruine and Deſtruction. 1 
t, Our Sins indeed ſeem to be ripe for the 2 
ir Harveſt, and our Cup, if it be not al- 3 

ready, is near full; ſo that there ſeems A 


to be nothing left us, but 4 fearful look. 
ing for of Judgment, except ſpeedy Re- 7 
ntance do unexpeftedly preſerve us. 
Nay, have I not reaſon for this my Z 
ce fear, when the moſt part this day WO 
[ſeem to be under ſuch an /rfatuation, 9 
1 that they ſeem fond of Ruine, as | 
lit they were weary not of this, or the 
other Government only , but of Settlement 
itſelf. "Theſe are the Grounds, why I 
in am afraid we are not like to ſee ſuch a 
deſirable Temper and Diſpoſition of 
Soul. But however, I heartily pray, 
that God, with whom the refidue of the 
Spirit it, may prevent and dilappoint 
my fears this way. And I have reaſon, I 
I hope, alſo, to conclude, that whatever -.Y 
Stroaks we may meet with, they will 9 
be but of a ſhort continuance, as we 
will ſee by and by, when we come to 
the Second Obſer vation. 
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3 Queſt What me. ant de. ; in Ore 
7 Aten ſuch a meg f true Repen- 
tauce and Reformation; as may give us en- 

cCouragement to hope, that God wil Yer 4. 
1 bis Judgments from 4 


1 s 1 35 1 


Ae As neither ourFears n nar ; Hopes 
ought: to be the Rule of our Duty: ſo |; 
we ought to ſtir up our ſelves at all 
times to the performance of thoſe things 
which God requires of Why" whatever be: 
MW And here therefore, beſides contelh: 
Prayers to God for this, without which. 
we can never expect it; we muſt ſeri - 
ouſly ſet our ſelves to walk more Che. 
fiquly than we have yet done. And for 

this end we muſt heartily and hambly 
acknowledge aur fins before God. 'We 
muſt 2 the Scriptures the Rule and 
Dire&ory of our Actions. We muſt aſo- | m 
ciĩate our ſelves with the moſt wiſe and | x 
F ſerious Perſons. © We muſt rut more 
_ to:God and a Good Cauſe, than to Pp iſh 
Confederates, or any other Allies what 
ſoever. We muſt lay ar 
1 70 <7 3 ener good 
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TO; or the Sword: = 
[and a Men in Places of Truſt. 
1 muſt be diſpenſed and executed 
im partially and fairly. The Ciergy muſt 
be reformed, by purging out ſuch as 
are either notoriouſly corrupt in Doctrine, 
or openly vicious and ſcandalous in Pra- 
dice All ſuch being a ſhame and re- 
$ | proach to that ſacred Employment. The 

Duivenſties muſt be regulated, and ſo- 
ber, ingenious and ſtudious Perſons en- 
couraged. We mutt ſtudy and endea- 


e '| vour Union in things wherein we are 
agreed, and Charity and mutual For- 


bearance in things wherein we differ : 


we ought thus to manifeſt our Madera- 
tion to all Men, eſpecially the more ſober 


and ſerious Perſons who differ from 

lay ing aſide all Paſſion, blind Zeal, Ca- 
lumniation and Envy. And in ſumm, 
care muſt be taken to encourage Vertue, 
and puniſh Vice ; that the Goverament 
may be truly a Praiſe to them that do 
* and a Terrour to them that do 


il. | 
Could but once * theſe his 8 
riouſſy ininded_ and proſecuted inthe Ti 
I ſhould reckon 1 fad reaſon to becncou- 
raged yet, as to our r farther a” 
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"Ihe Kody or the $ oe.” 
from all the Attempts both /of Wa 
and Domeſtick 2 And that God 
may be pleaſed to pour down ſuch a 
Spirit more univerſally upon us, ſhall 
be my conſtant” Prayer to Almighty 
God. But till this be, I cannot but be 
juſtly apprehenſive, that ſome eminent 


Judgment is now hanging over us, ready 


tio fall down upon us: And therefore I 


pray God, that he may lay it upon all 
our Hearts, to be careful to be found in 
the Practice of our Duty. whatever hap- 
pen: for he that walketh uprightly, 
walketh always moſt ſurely. . ' 
Blut ſince I only propoſe this as bund 
of fear, without aſſerting it perempto- 
rily as certain, I leave it as ſuch here, 
yet as a thing that deſerves our moſt e. 
rious Reflections. It is enough for me, 
that I have followed the Thread of the 
Text, and the Principal Doctrine or OB. 
| ſervation that it preſents us with : I ſhall 
therefore after all, leave it as a Dilemma, 
What if the Sword contemn even the Rod 2 
Which if I have not «»riddled,yer I think 1] 
have not obſcurely il uſtrateſ: but 82 


an whde _ . * will. 
e 30 — 4 | 
However, 8 
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8 Rod, of the Sword. 9 5 YA 
— However, I am loath to end ſo ab. 
ruptly, or leave the Reader with ſuch 


wa * — 
"x: TR 
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a 2 an affliftive and melancholly Idea of Things, 
hall |. = which I we. ard jon "wr 
ItY And therefore 1 ſhall proceed to what 
may a little alleviate our forrowful Re- 
DE} feftzons this way: For which end I ſhall 
ady briefly conſider a Second Doctrine or Ob- 

re Il ſervation, which natively reſults from 
allſthe Anſwer to the preceding Queſtion, 


din according to the preceding Explication 
p' thereof. Which Obſervation will ſer de 
tly, here as a Corons, to what we have diſ- 
courſed more largely upon the former 
r © 
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23 The ed ſeverely G 0 D. ma) 
"Threaten bis Church and Feople, r 


Jen, though be ſhould give the 
Sword a Conmmiſſion ſeverely to 


— 121 


ſtiſement. 


Say hete, that «ſually God's * 
ſevere Dealings with his People, 


becauſe it cannot be denied, but that 
God in his Sovereign Diſpoſal may ſome- 
times do otherwiſe; yea, and actually 
hath done otherwiſe : as appears in the 


and Fries Churches : : of von We 
. T3 


rage again} them for a tine 
r het uſually even his mot ſevere| 
Dealings with them, exceed not 
the nature of a Fatherly Cha- 


exteed not the nature of Chaſtiſements,|. 
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PP POR od,” of rhe Sword. os 
| may now ay, 7 olim Eccleſia; "chi 
nunc reguat Barbaries : That whefe fa- MN 
mdus Churches were of old, there Bar- 7 
barity doth now take place. 
But to comfort our ſelves againſt 
ſuch deſolating and overturning Calami- 
[| ies, I ſhall lay down Three Propoſitions, 
44) which may be ground of great Encou- 
ble, ragement to us, in the midſt of What 
thel otherwiſe looks very frightfu lu. 
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60D will not totally caft off bis Churc 


WW Hatever come of particular Chur 
ches, this is certain, that God mo 
will have a Church to ſerve him ſome- - 
where in the World: For Chriſt mus? _ 
.reign," till all bis Enemies be made his 
foorſtool, And we are {ure , That the 

Church is ſo eſtabliſhed, that the Gates of 

Hell can never prevail againſt it. Let 
Pagans-and Idolaters, and all Enemies 
- whatſoever do their worſt ; yet it is 

j- ſure they ſhall never be able to root __ 
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as the Sun aud Moon endure. And when 


Saran and his Inſtruments have done 


their worſt ; yea, ſuppoſing them to 
carry on their Conqueſts as far as Dio- 
 clefian did of old, ſo as again to inſcribe 
their Statues and Triumphal Arches, with 
Dielocto penitus Chriſtianorum Nomine 
Yet, after all, this Seed will increaſe 
and ſpring forth again, and the Stone 
cut out of the Rock without bands, will 
in the end totally break and deſtroy all 
the Powers and Potentates. that oppoſe 
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That whatever Troubles the Church o 
God may meet with for a time, yet 
there is a more flouriſhing and proſpe- 
rous ſtate yet promiſed to it. 


Urely it is a mighty forcing of Scri- 


auguſt Prophecies of Scripture, concern. 


35s The Rog, or the Gone.” wp 
| the true Fearers and Seekers of God 


from the Earth: for God will have 2 
Seed and Generation to ſerve him as long 


pture, to interpret all the great and 
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oretold. us: and muſt all their great 
nd glorious | Deſcriptions of this ſuc- 
eeding State of the Church, pass for 
meer Eiyperboles, or Metaphors? No, 
ceftaidly, they give us to underſtand, 
That the. Stone cut out of the Rock with- 
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HU" the world; aod that the Mountain 


that all the Nations will flock unto it ; 
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filling of what the inſpifed Prophets have 


out hayds, will het further increaſe dn 


of -the" Lord's Houſe will be ſo eſtabliſhed 
of al other Mountains, © 


fo that the Hings of the Earth will reckow 
it their greateſt Honour, to bring their 
Glory into the New Jeruſalem, for its E. 
ftabliſhment, Security, and Peace. * 
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That as. we have * on to Rs; thes 


+ God will not totally, nor finally caſt off 
bis Church in theſe. Nations, whatever 


their Troubles may le; ſo we have 
ground to hope, 9 ee; our 


= Fe 
| C > . 3 ä a 


2 2 7＋ 1 E firſt part of this n 


that we have mo reaſon to fear a 
; 7 * tdtc.oxal or final Rejection, was . han- 


3 ſo; and therefore I ſhall ſuperſede ſay- 
A mg any thing further to it in this 
—_ pac... 
= But as to the other part of the Pro- 
3 poſition, That our Troubles will probably 


is founded. And to me, it ſeems to 
1 42 lord hope this way, to conſider, that 
= . , Whatever Advantages the Papal Cauſe 
. ; _ may gain here or there, yet in the gene- 
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=. "I Tro ables be, they will be but 2 A * | 


dled above, and I hope ſatisſactorily al- 


bee ſhort; it may not be amiſs to 
13 confider, upon what ground ſuch an hope 
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main is declining and decaying. Ade. 

tho I am afraid the duration of the „. 
tichriſtian Kingdom may be much lon- 

ger than ſome Writers make it; yet in 

the general we may conclude, that even 

this cannot be long. And ſurely, we 

cannot imagine, that the promiſed in- 

creaſe and extent of Chriſt's Kingdom 

can be very far of, after the ſweet and 
favourable prelude thereof, which we 

we have ſeen : For can we imagine, that 

God will wholly loſe the Honour of the 

Great Things which he hath already 

done for us; which certainly he would 

in the Eyes of an unthinting World, ik 

the Seed ſoum ſhould lie under the Clods 

much longer than the uſual time, with» 

out any appearance of the Spring; for 

then would our Iufidels ſa y, Thigys + 
come to paſs, becauſe God was not able” 
to eſſectuate what he had begun. And 
aſter all this, can we imagine, that te 
many Prayers put up for this, will Kill © © 
remain to be unanſwered. Beſides, that 
the encouraging Preſages and Hopes, 
which many dying Saints have gone to . 
Heaven with, were not put into them,. 
-we may be ſure, by the Spirit of God. , ml 
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ſuffer them in ſuch a way, and at 29h 
a time to be under the 1 | 
of a Delufion, is what 1 dare not a 
the thoughts of. 


And now haviog adduced theſs En- 
couragements here, I ſhall take my 
leave of this Subject, when I have laid 
before the Reader a brief Word of Ad. 
_ and Counſel, with which I ſhall con- 
Clude. 


And here, ſince we have ſeen our 
Danger, we may eaſily conclude our 
Duty. For in the yrſt place, we muſt 
be ſure, whatever happens to be found 
in the Camp of Chriſt, taking part with 
the Church, and choſe that befriend 
that I. creſt , leſt being at any time 
found {ir tragling from thence, or in the 
+ Camp of the, Babyloniſh Whore, by being 
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"And then in 1 next ke let us * 
careful to be found in the Practice of our 
Duty, doing thoſe things that as Chri- 
ſtians we are engaged to do, and with 
the ſerious diſcharge of Which we can 
never be diſpenſed. Wherefore, let it 
be our conſtant care to fear God, and 
fland in awe of his Judgments ; that 2 3 
when, with FJehoſhaphat , we fear the , Chron. | 
Lord, "and ſet our ſelves to ſeek him, we 20. 3. 
may come to get ſuch a return from 
God, as he got, Not to be afraid nor ver. 18s. 
| diſmaid at the multitude of our enemies, | 
ar | becauſe the battle is the Lord's. Let u 
ur | purifie our ſelves from al Fa thineſs of , ? | 
ſt | zbe fleſh and ſpirit , by waſhing our Y 
id | ſefues in the blood of the covenant, that 2M 
we may be clean: and by putting away 16. 1. 16 
the evil of our doings before the eyes of . 
the Lord, that ſo we may ceaſe to do evil, 4 E f 
and 1 to do well. Let us humble our 5 by A 
ſelves under the mighty hand of God, 
F | that we may be exalted in due tine - | 
tor even an Ahab was regarded fon Ag — 
| doing © and the Heatheniſh City of Nimes , 
vg e e ruine, on this account, s I ow * 4 
ſpended and protracted. And famous was 2 


og Tue of oy e in the — 1 a3 4 J 


Fo * 
; 9 bi Hh 4 * 
2 \ 4 
F 5 1 
e 
* N | A I 
” 1 by 
— 8 4 r 
EY 1 
, © — - 
oe 
+2, 8 * 
F 


„ 


oi | „ 8 | N 

2 Chron. 
WW 3+ 27% 1 Was 10 acceptable to God, as to 21 | 
_—— 


3 3» salud that with weeping and mourning, and 
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tract for ſome time the execution of the 
Judgment, that otherwiſe was juſt at 
the Door. And thus alſo Hezekiab's 
. humbling himſelf before the Lord, was 
the means. to ward off that terrible deſo- 
lating Storm ot Senacherib and his Army, 
which ſeem'd wholly inevitable. And 
let us to our Humiliation and Faſting 
add ſerious Repentance and Reformation 
that it may be evident ue are real in 
"Jo 2. 12, our external Profeſſions ' : Wherefore let 
„us turn unto the Lord with all our hearts, 


& faſting, rending our bearts and not our 
8 garments, And let us withal, fervently 
and conſtantly implore God's Mercy 
2 and Favour, by ſerious Prayer and Sup- 
Jer 9.13. plication : For then ſha# we ſeek the 


ſearch after bim with ' all our hearts. 
'2 Wherefore let us not, in our making men: 
tion of the Lord, and praying to him, keep; 4 7 
"oo in the Churches caſe, neither let us 
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ob good and. gracious Lord God, be- * 
| fow ſuch a Spirit upon this Generation, 
: | that the Terribleneſs of thy Wrath and 
S | Fudgments, and the Danger of a French 
81 Popiſh Sword, of .a Sword both 
= | Porreign and Domeſtick , may ſo awaken VM 
„, out of our Lethargick Security and In- 9 
d ſenſibility, that we may turn again uto 
g || thee, and ſeek thy face, until thou make I 
15, 

n 

ek 


the Light of thy Countenauce ſhine upon = 

us, as an Evidence of our further Deli” 

verance ; that ſo we may be ſet in Safety, == 
's, | from thoſe that defign and ſeek our Ruine, . _ 
id | and that thus our Zion may be built up, .*X 
and our Jeruſalem made a quiet Habita- © 
tion for us, in ſpite of all the Deſigns of a 
evil and reſtleſs Enemies. And for this = 
end, be thou graciouſly pleaſed to accept : _ 
of this weak Attempt and Eſſay of the _ 
meane & of thoſe thou haft counted worthy © 
Ie put into the Miniſtration of thy Church; 
end ſo to bleſs it to thoſe into whoſe hand M0 
ep may come, that it may be a means to Mi 
"ws [ſtir them up to the ſerious Practice x 
ale lebe Duties of the Day and Time wherein ' - 3 
Ile live. Ibis, O Lord, as all things 8 
FE. is humbly ad ge, Jg for , 
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